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Issue 40 July 2021

WELCOME to our last issue of the
Stoke Climsland Newsletter. We were
encouraged by the Parish Council to start
it in March last year as a way of providing
information and support whilst Stoke
Climsland was locked down. Since then
we have gone through periods of relative
freedom alternating with long periods of
restriction to what we can do. It’s been a real
roller-coaster. Whether we’re emerging from
that only time will tell but now seems the
right time to stop the Newsletter and go back
to something more like normality.
We’re pleased but also rather appalled by
what we have done. Over the 68 weeks
since we started we’ve produced 40 issues
which averages out at about one issue every
12 days. We’ve had a huge amount of help
from contributors and well-wishers and we
are very grateful for that support. We’ve had
special help from Linda Ainsworth who’s
managed the advertising and from a small
army of distributors for the Christmas issue,
the only one that was not only published
online. Niger Cooper and the Parish Council
have been most supportive as was Tamsyn
Joll who created the website and managed
the Newsletter’s publication
there.
So now it’s time to move on
and there’s some information
on page 2 which describes
what will now happen.
We will move on to other
interests and commitments,
not least to our families who
have tolerated the time that
we have spent crouched
in front of our computer
screens.
Thank you all and we hope
that there are no more
lockdowns that will disrupt
the life and activity of
Stoke Climsland.
Deri Parsons
and John Wilmut

In March 2020 very
few expected that the
community would be in
various levels of lockdown
for 18 months, so many
people would lose their
lives and there would be
such changes in our way
of life. Thankfully the
team at Stoke Climsland
Newsletter stepped
forward to find a way to
continue the production
and distribution of the
newsletter that had
been at the centre of the
community and continue
publication during the
expected challenging times. This was no easy task and
did they ever succeed.
Communication has been as always pivotal to effective
programmes to support the community, especially
during periods when normal life is disrupted. During
the Pandemic Stoke Climsland Parish pulled together to
ensure that the impact was minimised and the vulnerable
were fully supported, information on all the programs has
been shared across the Parish through the Newsletter.
But the Newsletter has not just been a noticeboard for
information, it has been refreshing, educational, supportive
and sometimes just fun but always
supported the cohesion of the Parish
residents. Would the Parish have come
through this challenging time so well
without the Newsletter? We doubt it.
On the publication of the final edition
of this magnificent Newsletter the Stoke
Climsland Parish Council would like to
share our thanks to all those involved in
keeping the Newsletter going, the editorial
team of course but also the contributors and
those who promoted the distribution through
social media sites and sharing the Newsletter
through e mail contact lists.
The Newsletter has demonstrated what is
great about Stoke Climsland.
Many Thanks.
Stoke Climsland Parish Council

ABOUT
THIS
NEWSLETTER

This issue of the Newsletter is published on The Old School page on Facebook, emailed to those on our
email list, and viewable with an easy download from www.theoldschoolnews.co.uk.
This Newsletter is produced by Old School volunteers in collaboration with the Parish Council.
Editor: Deri Parsons 01579 370319 or derrick.parsons@btinternet.com
Advertising: Linda Ainsworth 01579 370632 or newsletteroldschool@gmail.com
Compilation: John Wilmut on 01579 370736 or johnwilmut@btinternet.com
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WHAT WILL REPLACE THIS NEWSLETTER?
There has been a lot of activity behind the scenes in the last two weeks, aimed at securing a transition from
this Newsletter to a more permanent publication. A lot of detail has still to be worked out but there is some
optimism that we have a basis for moving forward. Here’s what we know so far, resulting from discussions
between members of a possible new editorial team and trustees of The Old School, attempting to revive the
Old School News on an economic basis, depending on a slow re-build of advertising income.
A COMMENT COMING FROM THE DISCUSSIONS

MANAGING ADVERTISING

In terms of moving forward, I think we’ve agreed to shorten the
length of the magazine for now as I simply can’t commit to the
time to produce a full blown 36 page spread, so it will be a little
back to basics, aiming for 16-24 page editions .
Along the theme of back to basics, we are going to keep things
predominantly online and aim in the first instance for a print
run of only 200ish to be made available in a few locations to
collect, with the hope of expanding later. I think the pressure
of advertisers’ expectations will be too much to wade in with
more too soon. While I realise the income with such a short
run will be considerably less, I’ve suggested we start small, but
target revenue that would allow 1000 copies to be printed later,
hopefully building a small pot to fund printing and also giving
peace of mind that the revenue is there to support the longer
runs. So we will review the pricing, and try to find an agreeable
price point in-between the online newsletter and fully printed
OSN.
In short, the message for the magazine I guess is that exciting
changes are coming and we really appreciate the historic and
ongoing support of readers and advertisers.
I’m hoping for a September start, but it pivots on advertising
manager/ revenue and other factors, so it could be October.

If the revived Old School News is wholly
or partly produced in a paper format it
needs enough income to pay for the printing. So we need someone to manage that
advertising; the immediate need is to
• create a systematic method for
recording advertisements
• set up a schedule of advertisement
sizes and prices
• maintain contact with existing
advertisers
• solicit new advertisements,
• provide the office bookkeeper with a
schedule of advertisements
• discuss with the treasurer cases where
payments are outstanding.
This needs the manager to
• link effectively with current and
prospective advertisers
• work closely with the compiler,
bookkeeper and treasurer
• maintain a spreadsheet record of
advertisements inserted.

For the advertising job full training and support is available and the advertising base can be build over a period
of time and you won’t be starting from scratch. But the
new team needs to start work in the next few weeks. If
you think that you could help please call Ruth Nevill on
01579 370262 or email ruthnevill06@gmail.com
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CAN YOU HELP?

CORONAVIRUS PRECAUTIONS:
WHAT WILL YOU DO AFTER
JULY 19th?

Unless you were completely immersed in European Cup
matters, you will be aware that most legal restrictions to control
COVID-19 will be lifted on July 19th as Step 4 on the Roadmap
is reached. This means that:
• You will not need to stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with. There will also be no limits on
the number of people you can meet.
• However, in order to minimise risk at a time of high prevalence, you should limit the close contact
you have with those you do not usually live with and increase close contact gradually. This includes
minimising the number, proximity, and duration of social contacts.
• Meet outdoors where possible and let fresh air into homes or other enclosed spaces.
• The Government is no longer instructing people to work from home if they can. However, the
Government expects and recommends a gradual return over the summer.
• The requirement to wear face coverings in law will be lifted. However, the Government expects and
recommends that people wear face coverings in crowded areas such as public transport.
• There will no longer be limits on the number of people who can attend weddings, civil partnerships,
funerals, and other life events (including receptions and celebrations). There will be no requirement
for table service at life events, or restrictions on singing or dancing. You should follow guidance for
weddings and funerals to reduce risk and protect yourself and others.
• There will no longer be restrictions on group sizes for
attending communal worship.
The move is away from being told what to do to making
responsible decisions for ourselves. Sounds reasonable BUT….
COVID-19 has not gone away, so it’s important to remember the
actions you can take to keep yourself and others safe. Everybody
needs to continue to act carefully and remain cautious.

THE
MESSAGE
FOR US
ALL: DON’T
LET YOUR
GUARD
DOWN

GET YOUR
JABS

Just in case you have forgotten what the sensible
things to keep doing are, here is a reminder:
• Wash and sanitise our hands regularly
• Wear a face covering when it is reasonable to
do so, especially when we might be getting close to other people in shops etc
• Keep our distance from other people as much as possible. Social distancing should still
be the norm.
• Meet people outside in the fresh air or keep rooms well ventilated
• Keep home testing.
Lastly, an important point: do not feel pressurised into doing something you feel
uncomfortable with. Just because others might want to take a more ‘relaxed’ view after
July 19th, there is absolutely no reason why you should follow their lead. Our local
‘emergency support team’ will still be available and you can read how they can continue to
help on Page 5.
It is important that as many people as possible get their first and subsequent vaccinations. The
cases of the Delta variant are rising, and vaccination is a key part of the strategy to break the
links in the infection chain. You can do your bit by getting jabs when they are offered. They
can be booked online HERE.

ANYONE IN
CORNWALL CAN
NOW GET FREE
TWICE-WEEKLY
COVID-19 TESTS

Here are three good reasons why it is important that you get tested regularly:
• Not everyone has been offered the vaccine yet and the more people who are
vaccinated, the better.
• One in three people have no symptoms so ‘hidden’ infections need to be revealed.
• Society can open up more safely so we can continue on the Roadmap. To repeat,
the more people who are vaccinated, the better it is for all of us.
The Lateral Flow Test kits are free and easy to collect from your local pharmacy
- Lloyd’s in Callington is our nearest. You can also order them online from the
government’s website for delivery to your home. Here is the LINK
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STOKE CLIMSLAND AREA RESILIENCE
PLAN AND EMERGENCY RESOURCES

A MESSAGE FROM SCARPER

Well, here we are, issue 40 and the last from Deri and John ably supported by Linda. Who would have
thought it that back in February 2020 when we started with a simple flyer that it would become a black and
white single page newsletter produced weekly, then fortnightly, only to become a full colour true community
newsletter? I am sure that Deri and John did not know they were in this for the long haul. SCARPER thanks
them both for doing such sterling work. As we have heard, Her Majesty has bestowed the George Cross on the
NHS (as her father did for Malta after WWII) perhaps we should bestow the Stoke Climsland Cross on this
team. We hope that whatever follows keeps up the very excellent news magazine Stoke Climsland has become
renowned for.
As the SCARPER team sail off into the background, indeed we have worked in the background, the team of:
Nigel Cooper (now chair of the PC), Bonny Lightfoot, (now Deputy Chair of the PC) and Martin Howlett,
Parish Councillor, and me, Geoff Giles, scribe, and liaison with the Cornwall Council. Starting from a blank
emergency template back in January 2020 we have progressively populated the plan with local contacts (a big
thank you to those who offered up your names and resources, without whom we could not have completed
the emergency plan). Not many Cornwall Parish Councils signed up to develop their plan. Of those who
did Stoke Climsland’s is one of the best and we have been asked to assist other Parishes should they wish.
We have worked closely with the Cornwall Council’s Emergency Management Department’s Manager, Joe
Bischler. Without his guidance we would not have got to where we are today. Joe sent us the following:
We are all too aware of the number of risks that are likely to affect our day to day lives. Some of these are quite frequent
such as severe weather and the resulting flooding it brings to our area. Fortunately, others are not as common, but they
still present a risk to us all, such as terrorism and extremism. By far, the highest profile, is the on-going response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, of which members of the Emergency Management Team at Cornwall Council/Fire and Rescue
have worked closely with the community volunteers of SCARPER.
Since 2020, the SCARPER volunteers have coordinated an outstanding local response to COVID-19, supported local’s
businesses, and have raised local concerns, with potentially national impacts, through Cornwall Council, and into
central Government to be discussed and addressed by Ministers at COBRA meetings.
The residents of Stoke Climsland and the hard work of the SCARPER volunteers, has been recognised as ‘National
Good Practice’ by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, and has also led to other parishes
within Cornwall looking to follow SCARPER’s example and set up their own community emergency plan using Stoke
Climsland’s plan as an example of good practice.
Joe Bischler,
Emergency Planning Officer, Emergency Management, Community Resilience, Neighbourhoods, Cornwall Council
We will continue to work with Joe and maybe get involved with some joint emergency operations to test our
plan and resources, just wait for the blare of the sirens!
You will see above that Joe refers to COBRA in Downing Street! Well, back last year, Sue Watts in our valuable
village store reported to me that they were running short of essentials for cooking, i.e., flour, pasta etc. She had
found that the central government had given supply priority to the larger supermarkets. This at the expense to
our village stores at a time when we were being urged to ‘stay local’
and avoid dense public places. I raised this with Joe, who escalated
this further up the government hierarchy, calls were made to Sue to
check the facts, this she did. Hence, the issue went as far as COBRA
and within a short time supplies were restored to our (and other)
village stores. A big tick in our Stoke Climsland box! So, small as we
are, we can make a difference.
With the number of Covid-19 cases still rising in Cornwall,
and elsewhere, at the time of writing this article, our ‘English’
government have announced their plan to lift all restrictions
from July 19th and leave any precautions to us to make our own
decisions. How this will work out remains to be seen in the coming
weeks and months after July 19th.
We have got used to the advisory restrictions such as wearing face
masks, washing hands, 2m space or the 1m+ space (requires face
mask) and open windows etc. As the virus is still with us, do we
really want to abandon this advice? Whether you have had one
vaccination or two, you will probably have better protection if you
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continued on the next page

catch the virus, but it will be up to us to decide our own risks. It would seem better to continue to take these
precautions and see how things turn out over the coming months then take more informed decisions. But it is
up to us each to make the choice. Whatever the government guidelines become, whatever, our common sense
tells us, stay safe and enjoy whatever freedom path or ‘deviation’ we are guided along. We hope you have a
safe and enjoyable summer and even get to go on those overseas holidays we have all been craving for.
SCARPER remain on stand-by for any real emergency. In the meantime, our volunteer service will remain
open. We continue to offer the prescription collection service as long as it is needed. If you need collections
due to your medical conditions, the collection service
will be there for you. Please check your prescriptions and
Ren Jackaman (contact: renjack@hotmail.co.uk or
quantity of medicines you will be needing, also check on
07878 368857), our ‘vulnerable and self-isolating’
the pharmacy (and doctor) opening times which may be
subject to changes.
co-ordinator. Contact Ren if you want to be added
Just let Sarah Ross know when your prescription is ready, to our list or if you know of a neighbour who
might be in need of some support.
and she will arrange collection, see her contact details on
the right.
Sarah Ross (contact: srossscpc@gmail.com or
As restrictions begin to relax the needs for this service
01579 370521), our prescriptions and medicines
may also reduce. But some of you may still need to use
co-ordinator. Please contact her if you need help.
this service. Please contact Sarah if this applies to you
Nigel Cooper (contact: njcooperscpc@gmail.com
and we can see how we continue in the coming months.
or 07525 351628), our volunteer co-ordinator.
Please contact Nigel if you want to help us.
Stay safe, please try and keep well and continue
to follow the Government and Cornwall Council
Village Store: Sue Watts (contact: sue-watts@
guidelines as they (and the ‘road map’ restrictions)
btconnect.com or call 01579 370201). Please
may change.
contact Sue if you want home deliveries of your
groceries.
Geoff Giles, SCARPER

Walk & Laugh Group
meeting in Callington, Launceston
& surrounding areas
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of
the month 1:30-3:30

fre

demene
tiafriendly
activity

Locations include:
Kit Hill, Luckett Woods, Stoke
Climsland Village, Cotehele,
Launceston River and many
more!

No transport? We have a small
tranport budget so get in
touch to find out more!
Contact us on the details
below: we look forward to
meeting you!
To book and for more details
tel:
01726 222900
email: creativespaces@sensorytrust.org.uk

more

amble
tha

rambnle

Creative Spaces is a Sensory Trust project supporting people living with
dementia, their families and carers in rural communities in Cornwall
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HERE’S A MOST
WELCOME RERUN OF THE VERY
SUCCESSFUL EVENT
HELD IN AUGUST
LAST YEAR.
HOW TO GET RID OF
ALL THAT STUFF THAT
YOU SORTED OUT
DURING LOCKDOWN!

HCPC registered Chartered Physiotherapists offering
individual assessment and treatment programmes
-

Spinal conditions: back/neck pain including sciatica/
nerve pain and whiplash
Sports injuries
Sprains & strains
Arthritic joint pain
Pre & post-operative rehab
Biomechanical assessment
Targeted strengthening/rehabilitation programs
Acupuncture
Shockwave therapy: tennis/golfer’s elbow, Achilles
tendinopathy, plantar fasciitis and more
Electrotherapy including ultrasound
Kinesio-taping
Manual therapy including joint and soft tissue
mobilisations, myofascial release
Onward referral to specialist consultants if required

For further information e-mail
enquiries@treburleyphysio.co.uk
Call us on 01579 371081 or visit the website
www.treburleyphysio.co.uk
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CHURCH SERVICES IN JULY AND AUGUST
PARISH CHURCH

All are welcome to attend Sunday Worship
at 11 am.
Sunday July 18th: Mrs Alison Moss
Sunday July 25th: Mr Mark Pellow
Sunday August 1st: Mr Gordon Rowe
Sunday August 8th: Local Arrangement
Sunday August 15th: Holy Communion
with Revd David Moss
Sunday August 22nd: Revd David Moss
Sunday August 29th: Mrs Alison Moss

For August 2021
our theme will
be Oceans and
Seas
The bags will include great
creativity and cookery for you
to enjoy at home. To book
your Messy Church in a Bag
please phone 01579 388840
or contact us via our FB page
Messy Church in Callington
by SUNDAY 1ST AUGUST.
Bags will be available for
collection from Callington
Methodist Church between 10
am and 12 noon on Saturday 14th
August.
Most Sunday mornings in August
between 9.30 and 11.30 am
Callington Junior Church will be out
and about being active! We will be
going for walks, being creative and
enjoying God’s wonderful world.
Please come and join us. All children
to be accompanied by an adult.
For more information on both,
contact Louise at ljames434@
btinternet.com the Children and
Families Worker for the Callington
and Gunnislake Methodist Circuit.

THE WI GOES TUDOR

METHODIST
CHURCH

The church is now fully open, and we are returning to the
pattern of services that existed pre-covid.
Sunday 18th July:
10.00 Holy Communion led by Robert Oakes
Sunday 25th July:
08.00 Book of Common Prayer service led by
Dominic Nelson
10.00 Family Service led by Jane and Ryan
Sunday 1st August:
10.00 Morning Worship led by Alan Bruce
Sunday 8th August:
08.00 Holy Communion led by Joe Lannon
10.00 All Age service led by Dominic Nelson
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Stoke Climsland
WI are looking forward to seeing lots
of their members
back at the Parish
Hall on July 20th
to hear Rosemary
Griggs talk about
characters from
16th Century
Devon.
Rosemary is a novelist who brings the
past to life by appearing in costume as
‘Lady Katherine’, the subject of one of her
books. She makes
the costumes
herself and will
explain how she
achieves such an
authentic look.

JOURNEYING TOGETHER
The Prodigal son is such a well-known story that most of us have heard and think we know its
meaning. The thing is, Jesus told parables, stories that anyone listening would be able to relate
to. However, in its simplicity there are so many layers of meaning that could be missed on first
reading. Here I want to reflect on the relationship of the two brothers and the response of the
father to both of them.
Anyone who has had a brother, or a sister will be familiar with sibling rivalry. I watch my
grandchildren who are two and five playing. The five-year-old gets very frustrated because the
two-year-old wants to play with everything he is playing with. He copies all he does and tries
to take the toys he has in his hands. What the older brother does not realise is that the younger
boy, far from being vindictive and trying to spoil his fun, is actually trying to be just like his big
brother and emulate all he does. The little one idolises the older but the older just cannot see
it. I wonder if some of this was happening with the siblings in this story too. I have been the
older sister with a younger sibling.
Most of us are also familiar with that feeling of wanting to get away from our family. The
idea that they do not understand us at all, and we want to forge our own path. I left home at 18 years old and
quickly realised that I knew very little of what it meant to be a grown up. It meant many years of hard life
lessons for me. Was the younger brother here just frustrated with being in the shadow of his older brother? He
may have been feeling he wanted to make his own way in life and that he could do it better on his own. Just as
I did, he learned the hard way that it was not so easy.
What is truly beautiful in this story, is the relationship of the father with both sons. He welcomes the lost son
home with such exuberance and joy. He also pleaded with the older son to come in and join the party when
he angrily refused. His love for both of his sons was clear and he wanted them both to be part of his family.
We do not know what happened. We do not know if the older son saw that his brother returning was a thing
to celebrate. We do not know if this family reconciled. Going back to my grandchildren, I have also witnessed
the love and care that they have for each other as well as the frustration. Big brother always looks out for little
brother and sometimes you will see him teaching, playing, and cuddling him. Through the father they had the
opportunity to come together again as a family.
The Churches across Truro
are about to begin a journey
through the ‘On the Way’
process. Our hope is that we
will be able to approach it with
the same heart of the father. To
reconcile, to allow space for the
younger brother, to value the older brother
and to be family. It is also a time to consider what our local
communities really think about Church and what can we do to serve
them and better welcome them over the coming years. For more information about
‘On the Way’ visit: https://trurodiocese.org.uk/about-us/on-the-way/
There is a beautiful song by Elbow called ‘Open Arms’ which was inspired by the story of the Prodigal son.
and can be found at: https://youtu.be/bJV71cW40OQ It is a very exuberant song written by Guy Garvey
(Visiting Professor of Song Writing at Manchester Metropolitan University) who says this:
“... it’s about a prodigal son-type scenario, and it describes, in depth, St. Bernadette’s Social Centre in
Whitefield, which is where the weddings, funerals and christenings take place in our parish. That’s not normal
pop-song fodder.”
He goes onto add: “I’m a lapsed Catholic and you
don’t really think of yourself as being part of a
tribe, but I’ve really consciously become part of my
family as my parents get older and I start to plan
to have children myself. I think in times like these,
there’s nothing wrong with big, positive anthems of
togetherness.”
It beautifully describes the open arms and hearts
required to be family.
Nikki Lannon
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IF YOU HURRY IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO BOOK

THE DANTE FESTIVAL HAS STARTED!
The Brodsky Quartet will be giving a concert at Stoke
Climsland Church on the 15th July and this will be
preceded by a ‘guided tour’ of the programme.
BEHIND THE SCENES (5.30 - 6.30 pm)
The Brodsky Quartet offers a guided tour of this evening’s
concert programme, with demonstrations, insights,
lively discussion, and questions from the audience. Free
entrance, donations to the Dante Festival
LOVE AND DEATH (7.30 pm)
Brodsky Quartet and Stephanie Hershaw (soprano)
With Stephanie, our wonderful guest soprano, we link
the world of song with the world of the string quartet.
Britten’s haunting third quartet, his final work, quotes
heavily from his opera “Death in Venice”. Schubert’s
song “Death and the Maiden”, which explicitly links love
with death, provides the theme for the mesmerising slow
movement of his string quartet in D minor.
Britten – Two English Folk Songs
Britten – Quartet no 3, “La Serenissima”
Schubert – “Death and the Maiden” song
Schubert – Quartet in D minor, “Death and the Maiden”

Tickets are £18 including a glass of
wine, under-16’s free. You can book
them at
https://dante.ticketsolve.com/shows

COMING CLEAN
I have a confession to make: I
watched Sunday’s football match. I
watched the World Cup final in the
1960s so why not this one? It was a
disappointment, but not a big one,
and I got over it about five minutes
after the last goal wasn’t scored.
I have only ever been to two football
matches. One was as a teenager
when I saw Aston Villa play Charlton
Athletic in Birmingham. The other
was in the big stadium in Rio
where, for our own safety, we were
accompanied by a posse of locals; I
have no idea who was playing nor
who won but the crowd was amazing.
There is far too much football and
its nasty side (racism, hooliganism,
obscene amounts of money) is
something that offends me. There are
far more important issues that we
face and football is only a game, isn’t
it? So I’m a bit ashamed that I spent
2 hours last Sunday evening in front
of the TV when I should have been
getting on with this Newsletter.
John Wilmut
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AND REMINDERS OF OTHER ARTS EVENTS FOR YOUR SUMMER
MELANIE GUY WRITES
For the whole summer, until 30th August I have
sculpture at Exeter Cathedral in a great exhibition of
contemporary and
traditional sculpture interior and exterior.
There are 75 works
by 25 South West
Sculptors as well as
the cathedral’s own
permanent sculptural
collection.
A wonderful day
trip for the West
Country visitors cathedral entry
applicable, children
free. Please see my
latest sculpture “REMEMBER GAIA”
and there’s more
information on www.swsculptors.co.uk

There will also be the Drawn to The Valley summer
exhibition at Butcher’s Hall, Tavistock from 4th - 8th
August
And Open Studios in the Tamar Valley - 72 artists
at 37 venues - 28th August - 5th September. I am at
The Tamar Valley Centre, Drakewalls. See www.
drawntothevalley.org for details.
And in the autumn - DttV is again at Butcher’s Hall
Tavistock - ‘Drawn to Make’ - 29 - 30th October
If you would like further information about these, please
contact Melanie Guy, Climson Barn, Stoke Climsland,
PL17 8NB, email: meljoyguy@hotmail.com telephone:
01579 370916 website: www.melanieguy.com
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STOKE CLIMSLAND SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB

Despite the restrictions and delays caused by and imposed by Covid,
work has continued on the collation of the Draft Neighbourhood
Plan for Stoke Climsland. Given the anticipated return to ‘normality’,
we should be getting to the stage where we can hold meetings so
that you can see what is in the Plan and have your say before the
Draft Plan is finalised.
The next steps thereafter will be a formal examination and then it
will be down to a public referendum on whether or not the Plan will
be accepted by the Parish. We will keep you informed as best we
can. If you want any more information, you can call Deri Parsons on
01579 370319 or e-mail him at derrick.parsons@btinternet.com You can also access a lot of information on our
website at: https://ndpstokeclimsland.co.uk/

How difficult it is to organise things with the ‘freedom’ dates changing! We had decided that we
would hold our ever-popular Fabulous Fish and Chip Night in July but decided to review this after
recent lockdown date changes. Hopefully, it will now be on 13th August which we will confirm after
any 19th July pronouncements. It will be a ticket-only event and limited to 100 tickets. The tickets will
be £6 and will be available through the Post Office or from committee members. Given the English
weather you will have the option of eating on the field or having a take-away. But we are hoping for a
lovely warm summer evening! You can pay for drinks by card as the bar will be on the field ready for
action. We are also hoping to open the bar for refreshments for the Jumble Ramble on the 14th August.
After some reflection, we have decided that we will not have a Quiz on the field as the weather may
be inclement and sitting for two hours in the cold (and possibly wet) weather will not encourage
people to attend. However, with luck the infections may have receded, and we can open the Club
in September with a Quiz Night. It may be that we have to run this over more than one night. The
Committee is continuing to follow Government guidelines and hope to be fully open as soon as it
is allowed, and people feel happy coming to the Club. I know we are all hoping for some kind of
normality to return but are aware that this will depend on the data.

A LAST REMINDER FROM THE
VILLAGE STORE AND POST OFFICE
The Post Office counter is open 9 am - 5pm Monday - Friday, and 9 am 12.30 pm Saturday.
The shop is open: 8 am- 6 pm Monday - Friday, 7 am - 12.30 pm Saturday
and 8 am - 11 am Sunday.
If you prefer, we also offer a ‘call and collect’ service. And we will continue
to deliver to those vulnerable or self-isolating customers in need.
Social distancing at 2m will continue to be in force, which means limiting
the number of people in the shop at any one time. Do bear with us; in line
© Copyright Tony Atkin and licensed under a with current guidelines, please wear a face covering unless exempt due to
Creative Commons Licence. health, age or cognitive disability.
FOR ORDERS: please call us on 01579 370201, or email sue-watts@btconnect.com
We take payment across the phone and aim to deliver the next day if you order before 4 pm. Minimum order £10, no
delivery charge .
Thank you to all our customers old and new, our amazing staff and wonderful volunteers, we couldn’t do it without
you. Please share and thank you for your support .
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NATURE NOTES

SOME SUMMER SNIPPETS

A few days ago, we had a look at the strip of meadow running
from the far end of Rowden Lane. We were able to compare
it with a visit we made almost exactly a year before. We were
pleased to find in the tall grass abundant Meadow Brown
butterflies, several Ringlets, a couple of Red Admirals and
several of both Large and Small Skippers. What a contrast to
most of the
usual places
we go to
look at the
butterflies this
year. And,
unusually for
these days,
numbers of
those little
pale grass moths which used to scatter in huge numbers as
you walked through meadows. These sightings were much as
we found them last year.
A bit earlier
on that day we
had a look at
the beautifully
flowery
meadow at
the bottom of
Sandhill but
inexplicably
despite the
suitable
weather, the
situation
and the abundance of
flowers (although it
has to be said, not a
huge variety) the insect life was poor. Maybe the flowers although open,
were not producing much pollen or nectar at that stage?
Tony has several small (about 18” x 18”) pieces of old carpet squares
laid down in sunny corners of our garden. Peeping underneath from
time to time he was pleased to show our youngest grandson two slowworms and a ‘teenage’ Grass Snake enjoying the warmth under the
squares. Continuing their exploration, the boy was then pleased to spot
one, then up to
five, dragonfly
‘exuvia’. This is
the shed skin of
a dragonfly larva or nymph. The juvenile stage of the
dragonfly crawls up the stems and leaves of plants at
a pond edge when they are ready to hatch into mature
Dragonflies. These were probably Southern Hawkers
as this is our usual species here.
Mary Atkinson
Photographs clockwise from top left: Large Skipper; Meadow Brown; Ringlet Butterfly; Southern Hawker Dragonfly
adult; Dragonfly ‘exuvia’
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A final pow-wow

DOWN ON THE FARM

So, this could well be it – 25 years of the OSN, 40 editions of The Stoke Climsland Newsletter and 55 years of
hurt as finally ‘Football Comes Home’…!* A good time to look back and forwards. During the most recent
period of the last 16 months, as the Global Pandemic turned the world upside down, the numerous lockdown
restrictions have highlighted how the wider community through enforced ‘leisure time’ now appear in many
cases to have reconnected with the natural world. They appreciate its sheer beauty through exploration
and hopefully will start to understand the inter-relationship between farming, land management and the
environment with the ‘food on their plate’. A constant
message echoed through this column over the years as
we collectively share our experiences in an open and
transparent portrayal of local life ‘Down on the Farm’.
Looking back over the past 20 years: from the very
dark days of Foot and Mouth in 2001, through the trial
and tribulations of Bovine Tuberculosis (bTB) with its
own versions of ‘Cow Lockdown’, business disruption,
movement restrictions, many thousands of deaths
within our cattle herds as well as badger populations, to
now renewed hope of a vaccine. The various Common
Agriculture Policy reforms – moving from production
subsidies, through area payments, then environmental
support, to outright leaving the EU and finally Brexit we now are promised access to exciting new Free Trade World Markets, as
we transition toward total withdrawal of any form of financial support for
either farm business or food pricing safety nets in the shops.
We also remember across the decades the stand-alone animal health
crises of Blue Tongue (BTV) and Schmallenburg (SBV), African Swine
Fever in pigs and Avian Influenza (AI) or Bird Flu. All notifiable diseases,
all brought under control by the farming industry and DEFRA/APHA
as epidemics are thankfully not allowed to become endemic or even
a pandemic such as with Covid-19. Further plant challenges within
horticulture and forestry remain today in the form of Phytophthora – the
deadly fungal disease affecting so many of our native and imported species
such as Larch - Rhododendron and Sudden Oak Death, plus the latest
threat from Chalara Frax, causing Ash Dieback.
But probably the most regular topic of conversation over the years has been
inevitably ‘The Weather’. From drought to deluge, frost, ice, and snow, to
gales and trails of destruction, we have had it all and in most recent times
to be accompanied by a name – the Beast from the East, Storms Abigail to
StormZy. Thank goodness we now have SCARPER within the parish to
come to the rescue. However, in all seriousness we do have the benefit here in the Southwest of a ‘four seasons
in one day’ phenomena due to our maritime climate, so no drawn-out dramas compared to our ‘upcountry’
neighbours. But it is often the now all too regular ‘unseasonal’ weather patterns that create the biggest
headaches for us farmers and growers. Longer and milder winters not checking disease or killing bugs, late
spring growth and cool summers leading to harvest challenge, all adding to the increasing need to adapt
cropping programmes to meet the threat of climate change conditions.
So, as we look to the future of farming, we acknowledge the need to produce entirely for the marketplace;
be that through quality food and drink, the reward for ‘public goods’ in access and management of the
countryside, or though Carbon Trading and Renewable Energy from its Natural Capital. We remain proud
to be the key drivers of the whole rural economy and its communities within. Our future role as farmers may
well hold one of the few solutions to the Declared Climate Emergency to deliver its Net Zero Targets and the
future of the Planet.
No doubt such challenges will keep the interest foremost in minds of most in the years ahead. We thank you
all for your local support and loyalty to British Agriculture throughout the time and remain happy to continue
to share the views of us all ‘Down on the Farm’.
The photographs show DEFRA Junior Minister Rebecca
Pow MP on a recent visit to Deer Park Farm which has
been part of a trial to measure and assess how soil can
deliver ecosystem services and natural capital
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* Almost. But not quite. And we expect that the OSN will
return - see page 2. Editor.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE OLD SCHOOL

Getting it back together

The Old School is still operating with a less than full range of activities but a number of the old favourites are
re-starting and some new initiatives are planned. All, of course, are organised to comply with current and
developing health guidelines and regulations so that Edah and the trustees are taking it a step at a time. There
will be some events that will probably not restart until September and any changes in the government’s road
map may still affect what can or can’t operate.
The office is dealing promptly with messages and enquiries and is staffed on most weekday mornings, so
that messages left on the answering machine on 01579 370493 and on email at theoldschool78@gmail.com
are responded to as soon as possible. We also try to keep you in touch via this Newsletter which is published
online on The Old School Facebook page and on www.theoldschoolnews.co.uk where it is easier to read and
download. Below is a summary of what we know is happening as we prepare this Newsletter.

THE ACUPUNCTURE CLINIC continues
on Mondays at The Old School but only by prior
appointment. Contact Michael Clements on 01752
770998 or 07711 934845.

TAKEAWAY MEALS are expected to resume

on 4th September.

PILATES classes have now restarted. Please call
the office for more information.

THE CHIROPODIST holds an appointmentsonly clinic on Thursdays at 2-week intervals. You
should check with the office for details of clinics.

THE LIBRARY has reopened on weekday
mornings. Social distancing and hygiene rules must
be observed and it may be sensible to check with the
office before coming. See also the next page.
The MARKET has
resumed and will continue
on the first Saturday of
each month. Details are on
the next page

THE OLD SCHOOL BOOK CLUB

continues as a Zoom meeting on the morning of the
third Tuesday of each month. Please email Helen
Cadiot on helen.cadiot@outlook.com if you
would like to join the Club - she will let you know
where to collect a copy of the book and will arrange for
you to get the logon details for the Zoom meeting.

has always been the case, you will need to book
ahead by contacting the office (details above) at
least a couple of days beforehand when you can
find out the menus. Whilst Covid restrictions
continue you will be asked to
wear a mask when moving
around and to sign in on
arrival. The price will now
be £7 per person.

has now restarted its monthly meetings. Contacts are
Helen Adams 01566 782129 or Jo Pescod 01579 370200

CALLINGTON U3A GROUP has now restarted
its meetings. For details please call the office (contacts
above).

INVESTMENT CLUB has resumed its

meetings on the second Thursday of each month.
Please call of the office (details above) for more
information.

The new Old School website is now up
and running. It includes full information
about The Old School, the activities that
take place there and services provided.
Go to it at
www.oldschoolstokeclimsland.co.uk

is now meeting
regularly

FRIDAY LUNCHES have now restarted. As

THE LAUNCESTON TATE LOOK GROUP

AFTERNOON TEAS have
restarted. You will need to book ahead
by contacting the office (details above).
Whilst Covid restrictions continue you
will be asked to wear a mask when
moving around and to sign in on arrival.

THE CROSS
BORDER
ART GROUP

JAZZ CLUB hopes to start in the autumn,
subject to continuing relaxation of the Covid
restrictions. Three provisional bookings with old
friends of jazz at The Old
School have been made:
Saturday 2nd October
- John Shillito and the
Riviera Ramblers
Friday 10th December
- Roger Marks Cornish
Armada Jazz Band
April 16th 2022 - Martin Bennett’s Old Green
River Band.
Evenings will take the usual form with a two-course
dinner in the interval and a well-stocked bar.
These are dates for your diary. Bookings will open
early in September. Lets hope that this turns out to
be the return of music to The Old School.
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continued on page 15 

THE MARKET IS BACK

These are our regular stallholders
The next Market is on August 7th from 10 am to midday. It
Sue Cook – Plants – 01579 383885
will be held outdoors and we ask you not to bring cars into
Karen Cooper – Cards – 01579 370536
the car park - there is parking space in the road and alongside Jeremy Daw – Butcher – 01579 350410
the village green. For the time being, please observe the
Chris George - Wood Turner- 01579 370654
normal rules for social distancing and follow direction signs. Michael Harford – Wood crafts – 01579 370663
As before, we will ask you to sign in when you arrive.
Dawn Hunn – Vegetables and strawberries in
We will again be offering a light breakfast fare of filled baps, season - 07779 058889
Sandra Jane – Leather products – 01579 370966
teas and coffees, served from the back door of the kitchen
Val Kidman – Preserves & Cakes – 01579 370297
where we also expect to place tables and chairs so that you
Linda Losty – Aprons, Masks etc. – 07733 298969
can dine in comfort (observing the Covid rules, of course).
Ian MacDonald – Framing -01579 351221
We will make arrangements to keep you dry if the
weather is poor. Providing that we can comply with Covid Di Nash – Gift Hand Knits – 01579 384155
Neil Robyns – Pies, yogurts, etc. – 07831 625159
regulations we will move the Market and/or breakfast
Derek Scofield – Fruit Juices – 01579 350594
indoors in due course and we hope that we can then
Dale Wood – Honey – 01579 362458
resume a full breakfast service.
In future, information about activities and services at The Old School will appear on the new
website, now available. Look for it on www.oldschoolstokeclimsland.co.uk

ADVANCE INFORMATION ON UPCOMING OLD SCHOOL EVENTS

This is the latest
listing with a
few differences
from that shown
in Newsletter 39

This is not a comprehensive list – Village Markets and other regular activities continue as normal.
From this summer there will be a succession of special events coming along, with
provisional dates which will be confirmed as changing regulations allow. Do look out
for posters and flyers, as well as any updates on the new Old School website at www.
oldschoolstokeclimsland.co.uk
Some events will be indoors with a limited number of people allowed, so you would need to BOOK your
TICKETS through The Old School office – please phone 01579 370493

JULY
Villages Walk 2 – Venterdon – Thursday 29th at 7 pm Do join us for the second guided walk looking at the
history of our villages through their buildings. Starting from The Old School, and finishing with coffee and cake.
‘Vide Jardin’ – empty your garden – Saturday 31st 10 am till 1 pm. Refreshments available. A car boot
sale with a difference - an opportunity to pass on all those empty flowerpots, extra rooted cuttings and
surplus herbs, forks and spades. And it doesn’t have to be just garden things – so book your table now.
AUGUST
Opening Days – 14th and 15th Hosted by The Old School, with displays by the groups who hold events
and activities here regularly. So if you have ever thought about any of these, this is an opportunity to find
out more! Refreshments will be served throughout the day. If you’re going to the Jumble Ramble (see page
6) stop off here too.
Children’s Summer Activities – 16th - 20th Provisionally, every day for one week in the summer
holidays, for children of 6 to 11. Run by The Old School, with all safeguarding and regulations in place.
We would like extra information on what YOUR children would enjoy most, so please contact Caroline on
01579 370411. We have in mind so far – sports and skateboarding, arts and crafts, wildlife walks, acting
and play writing, music and drumming, or making your own instruments, bicycle mending, whatever
else… a morning or afternoon of each. We are thinking of continuing with a Childrens’ Wildlife Group.
SEPTEMBER
Play – The Canterbury Tales – performed by David Mynne 11th at 2 pm and 7 pm. This will be
performed outside if at all possible, so if it’s a fine day, look for more tickets on the door.
Family Trees exhibition – 11th - 19th Hosted by Stoke Climsland Parish Archive, and coinciding with
Heritage Open Days when historic buildings throughout the country open their doors to invite you to
enjoy our heritage.
Apple pressing day - provisionally 26th Start collecting your juice containers.
OCTOBER
Footpaths exhibition – 16th – 23rd Hosted by Stoke Climsland Parish Archive
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STUNNING – PENNINGTON BELLS AT
MILTON ABBOT
You may have seen them earlier this week, but I only heard today that the 6 bells of the
Church of St Constantine and St Aegidius at Milton Abbot have been brought down
from the tower and could now be seen inside the Church.
They were cast by the Pennington family of Stoke Climsland
(whose house in Lowertown we visited on our village walk
recently - see pages 20-21 of Newsletter 39 - in the churchyard
at Milton Abbot. The bells made as a peal of 5 before 1553 were
melted down and recast as 6 using additional copper (78%)
and tin (22%) brought by local people. Some of the bells are
embossed with the names of local gentry who may have been the
contributors and/or the Vicar and Church Wardens.
Three Penningtons initials are embossed there – the J was John,
and the C and W may have been Christopher and William –
we’ll have to do a tiny bit of research into that and tell you in a
future Newsletter, but a look at the headstones standing at Stoke
Climsland’s church tower door may tell us and, if not, the Parish
Registers will. The Penningtons cast 480 bells between 1710 and 1818.
Why are scallop shells also embossed between some of the initials?
And is that usual? The scallop, we know, was the badge of pilgrims to
Compostella in northern Spain (some setting off from Landulph down
the Tamar) and became more generally taken as a religious symbol –
but why on bells? Google hasn’t helped me so far.
If you’d like to help, the fundraisers, having got the bells down, are
looking for another £50,000 to replace the decayed oak and elm timbers
(that would be difficult, with no large elms left now). So there will be a
new steel bell frame, with replacements for worn moving parts since the
bells had become very hard to ring). The bells will be ‘tuned’ by shaving
off a tiny amount of brass.
And, in case you’d like to support their
fundraising their web site is https://www.
southtamar.church/milton-abbot-bells/
Caroline Vulliamy
The photos show some of the 6 bells on
the floor of the Church tower where they
have hung and rung unaltered for over a
century, and before that since 1769! First
cast as 5 before 1553.
Standing guard over them – the Captain
of the Tower and colleagues who have
helped raise the cost of repair to the
hanging frame.
The boxes which encase the pulling ropes
are on display, along with the names of
teams of ringers from 1902 onwards.

Do contact us if you would like to do any research of your own,
help in the Archive or with Exhibitions.
And by the way, we’re always looking for typists! If you’d like to
volunteer an hour or two to typing up a document from a handwritten copy – just tell us!
For more information, phone us on 01579 370411 or via The Old
School on 01579 370493.
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WALKING OUR LOCAL
FOOTPATHS

CAN’T GET TO THE LIBRARY BUT WOULD
STILL LIKE TO BORROW A BOOK?

This Parish has a fantastic number of
beautiful footpaths, ranging from hilltop
to riverside to shady woods. This week, as
on most Wednesdays since we were
allowed to walk in two’s
and threes, the
Archive Volunteers
walked another
one new to us, and
will be writing about
its history from the
fascinating and
unexpected things
we found along the way, plus a little research
in local documents afterwards.
Exploring as many walks as possible this year
we have found that each one has turned out
to have a particular theme, often related to
their origin.

If you can’t get to the Microlibrary in the café area of The
Old School, the Home Library Service can bring the library
to you – free!
All you need is your Library Number and it is for anyone
who is unable to use the library because they have a
disability, long-term illness or caring responsibilities which
make it difficult for them to get out.
Tell us the sort of books you like, and Royal Voluntary
Service volunteers will deliver them to your home. Or
tell us exactly which books you would like and we will do
our best to get them for you - you can browse and reserve
items yourself using our online library catalogue. You can
choose from books in ordinary print or Large Print and
audiobooks.
Who do you contact?
Telephone: 0300 1234 111. E-mail: libraries@cornwall.gov.
uk Website: www.cornwall.gov.uk/

CONTINUING THE WALK REPORTED
ON PAGES 20-21 OF NEWSLETTER 29
Stoke Climsland Parish Archive will complete
the guided walk around Stoke Climsland in
the new publication - for information about
this see page 2.
Meanwhile – join us for our walk looking
at the historic buildings and landscape of
the more ancient village of Venterdon on
Thursday 29th July. We’ll meet at 7 pm at
The Old School, with coffee and cakes to
follow.

If you’re into walking and want to
expand your range outside our
parish you may like to consider the
Walk and Laugh Group. They have a
notice on page 5 and we’re sure that
they’d welcome your support.
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UPDATE FROM STOKE
CLIMSLAND CLIMATE
CHANGE ACTION GROUP
(SCCCAG)
As we reach the final days of lockdown
and the hope of re-grouping within
the ‘new normal’, we will take this
opportunity to update everyone on the
activities of SCCCAG’s three working
groups over the past few months.

Energy and Transport
(Susan Davies)

Following the detailed Parish Carbon Audit Report prepared in spring 2020 by Charmain Larke, SCCCAG
has researched ways of reducing energy demand and the potential for renewable energy in the Parish. Several
articles have been published in the Stoke Climsland Newsletter to provide information and practical advice on
the topic.

Waste Management
(Geoff Giles)

Reduce, Reuse and Recycle! There have been responses to three Central Government Consultations, the main
points being:
• Recycling – to standardise recycling collection by Local Authorities across the UK, a consistency in service
needs to address the variation in items that are recyclable and those which are not. For example, Cornwall
Council currently does not accept drinks cartons, yet in the New Year will include such in its proposed
replacement Wheely Bin Collection Service.
• Producer Responsibility –packaging manufacturers and material suppliers will be subject to a levy tax
towards costs of recycling and general litter collection.
• Deposit Scheme – all drinks packaging below 750ml will benefit from a deposit refund scheme with cash or
in-store token options.

Agriculture and Natural Capital
(Bonny Lightfoot)

Following a detailed one-to-one farm business survey on overall views of climate change and approach
to environmental stewardship of 23 farms within the Parish, we now have five pilot farmers signed up in
engagement for a Farm Carbon Net Zero Project to find solutions within their businesses. Conducted by Dr
Becky Willson of the Farm Carbon Toolkit, overseen by Duchy College Rural Business School and supported
by the West Country Rivers Trust, the innovative farmers aim to build improved soil health, adapt crop
management to increase carbon sequestration and manage livestock feed rations and machinery usage to
reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG). All within the target set by both Cornwall and Parish Councils of
Net Zero by 2030.
Over the past 12 months through regular zoom meetings the SCCCAG Steering Group have also attended
several Regional Climate Change Conferences, Cornwall Council Flood Forum, Community Energy
Workshops, plus a Packaging Seminar. We have in doing so established contacts with various relevant
organisations and community initiatives.
Finally, it is clear that significant changes in approach will be instigated in the near future by both Central and
Local Government, as was widely indicated most recently at the G7 Summit. In the SCCCAG key focus areas
of Energy Sourcing and Usage, Transport, Waste Management and Recycling, Farming and Natural Capital,
we remain committed to help deliver the message through knowledge exchange and positive action, fully
aware that in reality it is only the combined responses of individuals, business and the whole community who
can start to make the difference to the Climate Emergency and achieve any Declared Carbon Net Zero targets.
As we plan to expand engagement in the coming months, we look for your continued and renewed support.
Thank You.
Martin Howlett (SCCCAG Chairman)
SCCCAG – Supporting Your Parish & Cornwall Council Declared Climate Emergency
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WORKING TOWARDS CARBON NET ZERO: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN
RENEWABLE TECHNOLOGIES
Previous articles in this series have been devoted to well established technologies (wind, solar, biomass &
wood heat, heat pumps). This article summarises two technologies which are still in development: Hydrogen
and Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil (HVO).
Hydrogen has a high potential for decarbonising energy use because it does not emit carbon dioxide
when burnt. The energy released enables hydrogen to act as a fuel. Hydrogen can be stored, liquified and
transported via pipelines, trucks, or ships. It can be used to fuel vehicles, heat homes, generate electricity
or drive heavy industry. Green hydrogen is produced by splitting water (electrolysis) using electricity
generated from renewables (solar or wind). Hydrogen is not ideal as a fuel. Its low density makes it hard
to store and move around, and it is flammable.
However, the UK requires a zero-emission fuel that
is well understood, has extensive regulations and
standards in place, is readily scalable and can be
used across multiple energy vectors. Hydrogen is
that fuel. In the future, hydrogen could be injected
directly into the gas network for heat or used for
transport. Also, it can be stored for future use
and the advantage of this is that it maximises the
benefits from the intermittent renewable energy
resources (solar and wind).
Currently, the natural gas distribution networks
provide gas for heating and cooking. These
networks provide the equivalent of more than twice
as much energy as the electricity network. Hydrogen
could be used in these existing networks instead of
natural gas, resulting in significant decarbonisation
of the domestic sector. The Hydrogen for Heating
project (Hy4Heat) which started in 2017 is planned
to finish in 2021. This project explores the potential
use of hydrogen gas for heating UK homes and
businesses in order to define a hydrogen quality
standard and to develop and test domestic and
commercial hydrogen appliances.
Driving the growth of low carbon hydrogen is Point 2 of the UK Government’s 10-point plan. The
Government is working with industry, aiming for 5 GW of low carbon hydrogen capacity by 2030 and from
2023 to complete testing necessary to allow up to 20% blending of hydrogen into the gas distribution grid.
Subsequently the government plans to support hydrogen heating trials starting with a local neighbourhood
and expanding to a possible hydrogen town by the end of the decade.
HVO (Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil) is a premium second-generation biofuel made from renewable,
sustainable raw materials, such as used cooking oils. Current trials of HVO as a home heating oil have shown
that HVO can be used in new and existing heating systems with only minor modifications. Mitchell &Webber,
the Cornish oil supplier, was the first company in the country to trial HVO. Converting existing oil heating
systems to run on HVO costs around £500 for a working boiler or £3000 if the boiler needs replacing.
Benefits of HVO include:
• Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by up to 90%
• It is completely biodegradable, non-toxic, and odourless.
• It is extremely stable and capable of long-term storage having a much longer shelf-life than fossil fuels
(biofuels are less susceptible to contamination)
It is essential that rural households are given a choice of affordable, simple to implement low carbon heating
solutions. Rural consumers typically have lower disposable incomes and deeper levels of fuel poverty. Rural
homes are extremely diverse in character, age, design, and construction. A significant proportion of off-gas
grid homes are some of the least energy efficient, with 65% in EPC Bands E-G. The Government has set out its
intention to phase out the installation of high carbon fossil fuel in homes off the gas grid by 2030. Currently,
the Government recommends heat pumps as the best solution for these properties, and biomass where heat
pumps are not feasible.

continued on the next page 
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100% HVO offers the most frictionless solution to decarbonise the existing oil heated housing stock and would
be an almost complete solution for these homes, offering a carbon saving comparable or superior to heat
pumps and biomass. So, it is difficult to see why this option has so far been excluded from the Government’s
decarbonisation policy, especially given the poorly insulated building fabric of many rural homes.
OFTEC and UKIFDA (the leading trade organisations for the off-gas grid heating sector) are spear-heading
the UK lobbying campaign for a better choice in renewable heating options for oil heated homes. OFTEC have
submitted written evidence to Parliament relating to off-gas grid homes, particularly those that use oil heating
and the potential role of renewable liquid fuels to support the transition to net zero.
If you would like to find out more and/or support the campaign, go to https://www.futurereadyfuel.info/
Further Reading:
https://www.nwhydrogenalliance.co.uk Why Hydrogen?
https://www.gov.uk Ten Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution
https://mitweb.co.uk >news>HVO Renewable Fuel Trial-update
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/18515/pdf/
Susan Davies

Energy and Transport Working Group, SCCCAG
Supporting your Parish and Cornwall Council Climate Emergency Declaration

CLIMATE ACTIVISM
WITH A CRAFTY DIFFERENCE
Dear quiet,
creative crafter,
Are you
worried about
global warming
and not
already part
of a climate
activism group?
If so, this is for
you.
If you are a
confident and
kind climate
activist,
we would
also love your
help reaching
out to and
supporting
quiet crafters
for this new Gentle Protest. This summer, we are
running a new #CanaryCraftivists project that takes
a gentle, positive approach to climate activism. We
need your help to show the UK Government and
media that a diverse community is concerned about
the climate crisis and want faster, greater action to be
taken to tackle it.
Come join us and combine your care for the world
with your passion for handicraft and together we
can help tackle the climate crisis before it is too late.
You can get more information at https://craftivistcollective.com/blog/2021/06/canarycraftivists/
If any local crafters would like to craft in a ‘flock’,
please email meljoyguy@hotmail.com and we can
focus our crafts together.
Mel Guy
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ADVANCE
NOTICE!

A HOBBIT’S TALE THE SHIRE AWAKENS
Prior to the pandemic Ben Towe, Headteacher at
Stoke Primary School, and I had been discussing the
idea of adapting Tolkien’s ‘The Hobbit’ as a theatrical
production for the school. Several years ago, I had
drafted a rough version of the play for my son’s
primary school, which had been great fun. I now had
copyright permission to do a full adaptation. It had
struck me that the story was actually an ecological
parable for our times with its themes of greed, power,
exploiting the earth and also loyalty and bravery; it is
indeed an ordinary, ‘little’ person - or hobbit – who
does so much to save the day. We therefore began
planning a production of the play for July 2022.
I was keenly aware that the parish council had
already declared a climate emergency and adopted
the aim of the parish to be carbon free by 2030.
We then began to make connections with these
developments, that is, the theatrical production of
The Hobbit and the wider aspirations of the parish
concerning climate change. To this end we discussed
the idea of a more ambitious, community event,
which would be a Festival of Climate Change related cultural and environmental activities. The focal
point of the week would be ‘The Hobbit’, which would be performed in a marquee on the village green
with a large cast of children and adults.
We discussed the idea with the two climate change groups in the parish, SCCCAG and SCEN, who
shared our enthusiasm and then had conversations with people from various groups in the village, such
as SCATS, who also showed interest.
On the final Saturday, the marquee could be given over to a Climate Festival drawing people from across
the ‘shire’ with the whole week involving activities, fun and serious, from Middle Earth suppers at the
Old School Inn at Bree, Middle Earth ale at the ‘Prancing Pony’ social club, to cultural events in the
parish hall.
After the extended isolation, fragmentation, and loneliness of lockdown, keenly felt by many in our rural
community the aim is to celebrate, hopefully, emergence from lockdown and invite participation from
anyone and everyone of all ages and backgrounds living within the parish.
We will be drawing up our ‘plans, policies and devices’ in September but do please get in touch to share
any thoughts or ideas.
David Oddie
01579 370642
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THE VERY LAST AWFUL CARTOON

AND THE LAST THANK YOU
FROM THE COMMUNITY
The praise of the Parish Council for our
efforts on the Newsletter are received
with all due modesty. But it would be
wrong for us not to acknowledge the
true community effort that has seen
Stoke Climsland through the worse of
the Pandemic. Central to many of the
Covid-related responses has been the
work of SCARPER (Stoke Climsland
Area Resilience Plan and Emergency
Resources). The coordinating role of this
group and associates (take a collective
bow, Geoff Giles, Nigel Cooper, Ren
Jackman, Martin Howlett, Bonny
Lightfoot, Sarah Ross and Sue Watts) has
been pivotal in making the lockdown
much easier for many people than it could
have been. Similarly, the sterling efforts of
Sue and David Watts, the staff at the Post
Office and Village Stores and the army of
volunteer home delivery drivers making
supplies available.
Just imagine what it would have been like
without all these people doing what they
could to help. And there will be many
neighbourly random acts of kindness that
we know nothing about but have been
most welcome by the recipients. A huge
thank you and collective pat-on-the-back
to everyone involved.

