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This issue of the Newsletter is published on The Old School page on Facebook and can be viewed and 
easily downloaded from www.theoldschoolnews.co.uk.  The next issue is due out on May 17th.

This Newsletter is being produced by Old School volunteers in collaboration with the Parish Council. 
Please use our contacts to provide information or with questions about the Newsletter. Please do not 

leave information at The Old School office which at present is not always regularly staffed.
Editorial and information for inclusion: Deri Parsons 01579 370319 or derrick.parsons@btinternet.com

Advertising enquiries: Linda Ainsworth 01579 370632 or newsletteroldschool@gmail.com
Compilation by John Wilmut on 01579 370736 or johnwilmut@btinternet.com
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WELCOME to the second of the April issues of the Stoke Climsland Newsletter.  It contains the usual mix of 
items but a sense that we are waiting, poised for the time when (we hope) Covid restrictions will be lifted and we can 
really get some familiar and everyday parish activities under way again. Of course, some events won’t happen this 
year (the cancellation of the Show was announced in the last Newsletter - a sad loss) and the re-start will be tentative 
at first, but we’re sure that the parish will start to function again, always taking care not to risk another lockdown.
It’s pleasing to see a slowly increasing number of contributors to the Newsletter. We do, of course, have the usual 
stalwarts, contributing Nature Notes, Down on the Farm and the SCARPER report (and we’re very grateful for 
those), but we also get more and more snippets of information (often from anonymous authors) as well as these 
longer contributions. Please keep these coming as we gradually work our way towards a more typical range of 
events in the parish. We know that it won’t all be quickly and exactly as ‘normal’ as it once was but the sun is 
shining, spring is well under way and we can all hope for the future.

Deri Parsons and John Wilmut

Over recent issues we have been 
pleased to include items about 
the climate emergency, the 
impact of global warming on all 
of us and some of the steps that 
we could take to deal with this 
situation. In this Newsletter we 
have a number of contributions 
expressing personal views about 
aspects of this issue.
This is a very urgent matter 
that will affect the lives of all 
of everyone on the planet and 
its environment for the rest of 
this century and beyond. It’s far 
more important than Covid and 
Brexit.
It is very welcome to have 
contributions in this Newsletter 
that open up aspects of the 
debate over the climate 
emergency.  If you have ideas 
and opinions we’ll gladly 
publish them - the wider the 
debate, the better.

WE FEATURE 
THE CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY

The key role of trees and their 
relationship to agriculture is 

highlighted byTony Atkinson. 

The current drought in Britain may not yet be 
on the scale of drought elsewhere in the world 

but may nevertheless be significant.
 Down on the Farm describes this.

What we can each do about the climate 
emergency may be small-scale but must 

come from an understanding of our 
proper role in the environment.

Mel Guy identifies this.

Susan Davies, who has written much  on 
our response to the climate emergency 
in recent issues, strongly criticises the 

government for abandoning the Green 
Homes Scheme.

The climate emergency hits the poorest in the world 
with a force that we can scarcely imagine. John Wilmut 

reflects on this in a year of climate conferences.
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COVID UPDATES

The latest available data from the Office of National Statistics for our area, Cornwall and further afield in 
Devon, are all pointing in the right direction. The number of vaccinations (both first and second) is increasing 
daily, the number of positive cases for Covid-19 is coming right down, the number of hospitalisations similarly 
and, the very best measure of all, weeks are passing by without any Covid-related deaths. This is excellent 
news and, perhaps, we can allow ourselves to start believing that things are getting under control.
But, as we, and many others, keep reiterating, the need for extreme caution still exists. At the risk of being 
boring, we will repeat what we have said many times. We are tasting some freedom at long last and the 
temptation, for many of us, will be to get out and about more and stretch what we are allowed to do to the 
limit. This really is not a good idea. As all the experts keep pointing out, the virus (and its variants) is still 
out there and is primed to take advantage of any lessening of our defences. Let us all follow the government 
guidelines assiduously and not think that we are the exceptions to the rules. We will not be. They are there 
for our benefit. Remember the mantra: hands, face, space, fresh air. Simple things to keep in mind and simple 
rules to follow. Heaven knows, they have been repeated often enough and there is no excuse for not knowing 
what they mean! We have got this far so let us not do anything we might regret later.

Very little has changed since the last Newsletter. The roll-out of the vaccination programme continues apace 
– I have had my second jab at Home Park and, as before, I was extremely impressed with the speed and 
organisation. People aged 45 and over are now being invited to get their first jab. You will get a text message 
with a link to the national booking service, which can also be called on 119. Carers can also apply. Vaccine 
supplies are expected to be delayed in April, but the government is confident that all adults will still be 
offered their first dose by the end of July. However, people under 45 without underlying medical conditions 
may now have to wait until May and then they will be vaccinated in order of age: 40 - 45 years, 30 - 39 years 
and then, 18 - 29 years.
Some groups at higher risk of needing hospital treatment from Covid are urged to take up the offer of 
vaccination promptly. These groups are Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic communities, people with a BMI 
over 30 and those living in deprived neighbourhoods.
It is worth reminding ourselves what the changes brought in on April 12th now allow us to do. The 
following are now allowed to reopen but take note, individual circumstances may mean that some businesses 
may decide to stay closed for a while longer.
•	 All non-essential retail shops
•	 Pubs, restaurants, and cafés but with outdoor seating only
•	 Gyms and other indoor leisure (but limited to household groups)
•	 Hairdressers (hooray!) and other personal care businesses
•	 Self-contained holiday accommodation, like cottages (but limited to household 

groups)
•	 Outdoor attractions like zoos and theme parks
•	 Libraries and community centres
The maximum number of people at weddings and wakes will be expanded to 
15 but 30 people will be allowed to attend funerals. Domestic holidays will be 
allowed, but only in household groups, or with people in your support bubble. 
All children’s activities, including indoor parent and children’s groups with up to 
15 parents, will start up again. The Rule of Six will remain in place outdoors, with 
mixing still banned indoors.
What comes next? Step three of the Roadmap, with further relaxations, is 
scheduled for May 17th. 
In the meantime, let us keep up the good work! To give ourselves the best protection we can against 
Covid-19, we must do four things. If we ignore any one of them, we put ourselves and others at greater risk. 
The less of these we do, the less we are protected, so make sure we:
•	 Take up the vaccine when offered it
•	 Self-isolate if we have the virus or symptoms
•	 Test regularly (do not forget you can get them free)
•	 Maintain our focus on hands, face, space, and good hygiene.

Deri Parsons

COVID CASES IN OUR AREA
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HCPC registered Chartered Physiotherapists offering 
individual assessment and treatment programmes

- Spinal conditions: back/neck pain including sciatica/
nerve pain and whiplash

- Sports injuries
- Sprains & strains
- Arthritic joint pain
- Pre & post-operative rehab
- Biomechanical assessment
- Targeted strengthening/rehabilitation programs
- Acupuncture
- Shockwave therapy: tennis/golfer’s elbow, Achilles 

tendinopathy, plantar fasciitis and more
- Electrotherapy including ultrasound
- Kinesio-taping
- Manual therapy including joint and soft tissue 

mobilisations, myofascial release
- Onward referral to specialist consultants if required

For further information e-mail
enquiries@treburleyphysio.co.uk

Call us on 01579 371081 or visit the website
www.treburleyphysio.co.uk

In our endless quest to find items for this 
Newsletter that inform, educate and entertain 
we scour the world’s press and social media. 
There is a surprising number of Covid 
cartoons available though fewer since Donald 
Trump was cast into outer darkness. 
Here are two that caught our eye, both 
carrying small messages, and all the better for 
that.

YOU ARE IN LUCK:
TWO CARTOONS THIS TIME

IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY OR 
SOMETHING TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT, THIS 

IS THE PLACE TO DO IT. OUR NEXT ISSUE 
WILL BE OUT ON 17th MAY - DON’T MISS IT!
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A MESSAGE FROM SCARPER STOKE CLIMSLAND AREA RESILIENCE 
PLAN AND EMERGENCY RESOURCES

Ren Jackaman (contact: parishclerkscpc@gmail.com or 07878 368857), our ‘vulnerable and self-isolating’ 
co-ordinator. Contact Ren if you want to be added to our list or if you know of a neighbour who might be in 
need of some support.
Sarah Ross (contact: srossscpc@gmail.com or 01579 370521), our prescriptions and medicines co-ordinator. 
Please contact her if you need help.
Nigel Cooper (contact: njcooperscpc@gmail.com or 07525 351628), our volunteer co-ordinator. Please 
contact Nigel if you want to help us.
Village Store: Sue Watts (contact: sue-watts@btconnect.com or call 01579 370201). Please contact Sue if you 
want home deliveries of your groceries.

Stay safe, please try, and keep well and continue to follow the Government and Cornwall Council guidelines 
as they (and the ‘road map’ dates) may change.

Hello everyone, from your SCARPER team. Well, we reached a milestone in our emergency plan document 
with it being accepted by the Emergency and Planning Department of the Cornwall Council. The document 
has been a ‘work in progress’ since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic at the beginning of last year when we 
were established by the Parish Council and issued with a blank template. This listed all the things we needed to 
consider and information to collect. Our document now goes to 47 pages!! We are a small team of Nigel Cooper, 
Martin Howlett, Bonny Lightfoot, and Geoff Giles. We want to thank all 
those who came forward and offered their support in the event of an 
emergency in our Parish, we have first aiders, special equipment 
operators and providers, key holders for the potential evacuation 
centres, volunteers to assist in an emergency, even volunteers to 
help provide refreshments to the emergency services in the event 
of a sustained emergency. Quite a list, once again thanks for your 
support. Those of you who have offered up your names, please 
would you let us know if you move address or change contact numbers so we can keep our plan document 
current. We would do an annual review of contacts anyway. Contact Bonny Lightfoot on bonitalightfoot31@
gmail.com or Geoff Giles on adagio70pl17@gmail.com We also thank Deri and John for taking a very basic flyer 
back in January 2020 and eventually morphing it into a wonderful newsletter. Well done, guys. 
The full emergency plan document will now be made available to the Parish Council, Police, and emergency 
services as well as the Emergency and Planning Department of Cornwall Council. A redacted copy removing 
personal contact details will be made available on the Parish Council website and any other public bodies. 
We were granted £500 to fund our early costs for flyers etc, and to purchase some specific pieces of equipment, 
for example we purchased 20 high viz ‘Volunteer’ waist coats for the volunteers making special deliveries 
around the Parish.
It seems that only a few Parish Councils in Cornwall have set up their own Emergency and Planning teams 
to develop a local plan. So much so, that we have been granted a further £100 to ‘buddy’ any other Parish 
Council to share our learnings. No two Parishes will have identical plans as each will be tailored to their 
specific needs to deal with potential emergencies. But we will be happy to help. Having got this far let us hope 
that we do not need to use it!!
So, how are you getting to grips with the relaxing restrictions? We have had the school holidays and some 
reasonable weather. Many have taken advantage of getting away for the ‘self-catering’ staycations. Often 
visiting friends and loved ones. Some of us with relatives in care homes have really enjoyed being able to visit 
them and hold their hands. Sadly, some of us will have lost loved ones through the pandemic restrictions 
without being able to say our ‘goodbyes’ we must think of them as we move forward to the next ‘road map’ on 
17th May.  
As we go forward, we will continue to offer the prescription collection service as long as it is needed. If you 
need collections due to your medical conditions, the collection service will be there for you. Please check 
your prescriptions and quantity of medicines you will be needing, also check on the pharmacy (and doctor) 
opening times which may be subject to changes. Just let us know when your prescription is ready, and we will 
collect for anyone that needs us please contact Sarah Ross – see details below. As restrictions begin to relax the 
needs for this service may also reduce. But some of you may still need to use this service. Please contact Sarah 
if this applies to you and we can see how we continue in the coming months.

Editor’s note: See also the thank-you at the foot of page 14.

mailto:parishclerkscpc@gmail.com
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For many years, the Stoke Climsland Parish Council has had responsibility for a small portion of land to 
the north east of Stoke Climsland village, known as Rowden Field. This land has provided a small income 
through the letting of the field for agricultural purposes. However, such use is now impractical due to the 
shape, condition, and size of the field. The Parish Council is currently looking for options to develop this area 
as a community asset for the people of the Parish and is looking for ideas from the community as to how best 
utilize this land for the benefit of all.
DO YOU HAVE AN IDEA?
If you do, please let the Parish Clerk know. There are some 
limitations as to what can be done: we cannot build permanent 
structures on the land, an organisation developing it cannot make 
financial benefit from it and any changes have to be complementary 
to the location. A few ideas have come from the Council,
•	 A community orchard
•	 Community composting site
•	 Siting of beehives
•	 Conversion to a bridleway to extend the existing Rowden Lane.
But we think that there are people in the Parish who may have 
better ideas and would like to be involved in pursuing a project for 
this field. If this applies to you, then the Council would love to hear from you. If you have an idea, please pass 
it to Ren Jackaman the Parish Clerk, (e-mail parishclerkscpc@gmail.com) along with a brief outline of your 
plan, details of the people or group supporting the proposal and, of course, some idea of the costs involved. 
The Parish Council will be considering financial support for the chosen plan and support in applying for 
grants if available for the selected project. 
So, get your thinking caps on. If you are unsure where the field is, take Rowden Lane bridleway from the end 
of Pound Lane, Stoke Climsland, at the end cross the Goosewell-Pempwell road and the field is in front of you, 
a long narrow piece of land of approximately 2.6 acres/1.1 hectares. Take a look and see what you think would 
be the most benefit to the community. If you can get your ideas to Ren by the end of June 2021, the Council 
will consider them and if possible, with the input of the public, select the one that gives to most benefit to all. 
Once the proposal is selected it is expected that the sponsoring group will take ownership of project, lead and 
coordinate the work to add another facility for the Stoke Climsland Parish Community. Thank you.

Nigel Cooper

ROWDEN FIELD: 
THE FUTURE

ROWDEN FIELD

ROWDEN LANE

PEMPWELL

STOKE CLIMSLAND
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NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES

METHODIST 
CHURCH

PARISH CHURCH
The Church continues to be open 
for Private Prayer between 13:00 
and 16:00 every Wednesday. Please 
wear a Facemask and use the Hand 
Sanitiser at the entrance before and 
after Prayer. 
We are continuing the Zoom Prayer Meetings every 
Monday at 6:00 pm and Zoom Men’s Breakfast every 
other Saturday at 9:15 am (contact John, j.chaldecott@
talk21. com for joining details).
At the moment the plan is to open Services in Church 
to the general public on 2nd May (subject to PCC 
Approval).  We will continue to make the Services 
available via Facebook, YouTube and A Church 
Near You to people who would prefer to watch from 
home and there will be LIVE Streaming at 10:00 
every Sunday which will also be made available for 
viewing afterwards. The schedule of services will be  
as follows

1st Sunday Morning Worship
2nd Sunday Family friendly Morning Worship (for 
cluster)
3rd Sunday Holy Communion
4th Sunday Family Service (for cluster)
5th Sunday ‘Cluster Service’ (venue and format to 
be arranged).

Existing social distancing, hand sanitising and face 
mask wearing regulations will stay in force until 
otherwise notified and the recommencement of 
community singing will be announced as soon as it 
becomes possible.

Rob Stewart (Churchwarden)

A local Wesleyan 
Methodist Society was 
formed in Venterdon 
in the early 19th 
century and in 1816 a 
chapel was erected. In 
1869 the larger present chapel was built in the field 
behind with its own burial ground. 
Methodists have been worshipping here ever since 
and we are delighted to be able to resume our normal 
sequence of services. Those for May are as follows:

May 2nd with Mr Gordon Rowe 
May 9th with Red David Moss (Holy 
Communion) 
May 16th with Revd Tim Wilkinson (Holy 
Communion) 
May 23rd Mrs Brenda Grundy 
May 30th Mr John Ware

We would 
be pleased to 
welcome you 
at one of our 
services, all of 
which start at 
11am.

Our next Messy Church in a 
Bag will have a Superheroes 

Theme and will include great 
creativity and cookery for you to 

enjoy at home.  Please book your bag 
by Saturday 1st May for collection from 

outside Callington Methodist Church between 10 
am and 12 noon on Saturday 8th May. You can 
book by phone 01579 388840 or through our Messy 
Church in Callington Facebook Page.

Louise  
Children & Families Worker 

 Callington & Gunnislake Methodist Circuit

The next Newsletter will be published on 17th 
May, just as we hope to see the beginning of the 
next stage of the easing of lockdown restrictions. 

What an excellent time to advertise your goods and 
services with us! Details from Linda Ainsworth - 

contact details on page 1

j.chaldecott@talk21. com
j.chaldecott@talk21. com
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THE IMPORTANCE OF TREES: A READER’S VIEW

“Down on the Farm” in the last Newsletter (#34) raises 
more questions than it answers as regards the issue 
of tree planting. That and other initiatives within the 
Parish beg the question of where these extra trees are 
to be planted.
Most “land” on which it is possible to plant trees is 
either within the management of farmers or major 
landowners. And therein we bump into problems 
immediately. Farmers farm land to make a living. 
Would you or I be willing to give up part of our wages 
for the sake of planting some trees? That is what we 
are asking/expecting farmers to do. Give up part of 
their income from the land for the altruistic(?) 
benefit of growing trees. But what about 
hedgerow trees? 
Two points here. Hedgerow trees ‘rob’ an area 
around them of sun, nutrients, and water, and 
they are a nuisance with their overhang, to 
taller agricultural machinery. So even hedgerow 
grown trees are robbing the farmer. But what 
of the benefits? The value of the timber? For 
very good archaic reasons, on most tenanted 
holdings, the value of hedgerow timber belongs 
to the landlord (around these parts, the Duchy). 
So why would a farmer allow maiden trees 
to grow up in a hedge when he is going to 
disadvantage his crops, and not even have the 
value of the timber? (An obvious inequity; the 
farmer bears the burden, and the landlord reaps 
the benefits.)
But what about all those odd corners that are difficult to farm? 
They have probably been left out of tillage for many years, being 
too steep, or are awkward corners, and have been left to go their 
own way. So, in many ways they have reverted to nature. Just 
think of some of those lovely swathes of Primroses at this time 
of year. Not all are on the hedge banks. Or those ill-drained 
corners with rushes and Ragged Robin and Ladies Smock. We 
could plant those up to trees. But then where would we look 
for the Primroses, the Field Vole, the Orange Tip butterfly? We 
rob Peter to pay Paul! They may not store much carbon, but 
they all contribute to the diversity that our environment is so 
dependent on. Just because we do not know about many of these 
creatures does not mean that they are not 
as important as trees to the ecosystems we 
all depend on.
Farmers would contribute more to carbon 
sequestration by putting back more organic 
matter in their soils than planting trees. 
That would benefit their cropping too.
And we could give up 10 square meters 
of our mown lawns to do its own thing to 
compensate for every tree we planted on a 
piece of otherwise “waste” ground.
If not, where are these trees going to be 
planted?

Tony Atkinson

A corner of a 
field that once 
had a rich flora 
and supported 
a pair of Barn 
Owls, taken out 
of agriculture 
and planted with 
conifers. The flora 
has now gone, 
along with the 
Owls.

You just can’t mow this lot!

A landscape of hedgerow trees. An estate where both the 
present and previous owners value their hedges and trees.

Both the present and past owners have let the hedges 
and the hedgerow trees grow.
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Hope for the future is very much in the News and on everyone’s mind as I 
write this month’s ‘Church Matters’. Generally, Covid-19 infection rates, hospital 

admissions and the tragically high death rates seen earlier in the year are all decreasing. 
There is hope that life will return to something like normal as increasing numbers are 

vaccinated. Tragically, this is not the case in much of the world reminding us that, in spite 
of the loss of so many loved ones and the other legacies of the pandemic, we have so 
much to be thankful for in this nation.
Just a few years ago the production of a vaccine so rapidly and by a biologically 
engineered technique would have been considered ‘science fiction’ by many. 
Biotechnology has developed at ‘breakneck’ speed since I worked on early protein 
sequencers in the 1980’s. Subsequently, these machines have been refined and used 
in a range of applications including analysing the building blocks of life in the Human 
Genome project and in the past few months to identify virus variants within a few days. 
Using this technology, Oxford scientists were able to design their vaccine in a single 
weekend; production and testing took a little longer though!
Once initial batches of the vaccine were produced the testing process relied on 
volunteers being willing to come forward to take part in trials. It was not until people 
were willing to give it a try that anyone could know if the vaccine actually worked. 
This principle, not knowing if something is of value until tried, reminds me of the ‘Try 

Praying’ initiative (typing ‘try praying’ into your internet search engine will take 
you to information and resources or go direct to https://www.trypraying.org ). 
The simple message of ‘Try Praying’ run by the Scottish charity ‘There is Hope’ is 
that you will not know if it works unless you give it a serious try. You don’t need 
to be ‘religious’ or ‘go to church’ to try praying – just be willing to give it a try 
and see what happens!

If you are not one of the estimated 27 million British who have tried praying 
(including 1 in 5 who pray regularly) I would recommend ‘Try Praying’. Once on the web site 

simply click on ‘Try it’ to access the booklet, no cost no registration, nothing to lose but potentially everything 
to gain.
There are those who have prayed very simply: ‘I don’t know if you are there God, but ….’ with surprising and 
life changing consequences. The booklet is designed to be used over 7 days, each day taking just 4 or 5 minutes 
and comprising something to get you thinking, a short story of how prayer worked for someone, some wise 
words, and a prayer suggestion. The website also has videos of some interesting and often surprising life 
stories. If you haven’t access to the internet ring me on 01579 363515 and I can let you have a paper copy of the 
booklet. I have certainly found that ‘prayer works’, sometimes in unexpected ways. I cannot tell you how it 
works, just that it so often does – but much 
of what we do, and use is because we 
have found that it works even if we do not 
know how or why it works. Particularly so 
in this technological age!
Most of the churches in the Callington 
Cluster have groups that meet each week 
to pray for their area, the schools and 
pubs, the businesses, and farms and for 
individual needs in the church and wider 
community. If you have anything that you 
would like one of the groups to pray for, 
please contact your local pastoral team or 
the Rector.
If you have not tried praying then why 
not try; you have nothing to lose and potentially everything to gain, you just will not know until you give it a 
serious try!

Brian Norris 
Callington Church Cluster

CHURCH MATTERS: TRY PRAYER
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There is another CHURCH MATTERS article on page 11

https://www.trypraying.org
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REMEMBER TO VOTE ON MAY 6th

Thursday May 6th is an important day for local 
democracy and those of us who are eligible will 

be able to vote in two separate elections, those for our Cornwall 
Councillor and our Police and Crime Commissioner for Devon and 
Cornwall. We will remind you of the candidates later in this feature. 
Because there were only 9 candidates for the 10 positions available, 
the election for Stoke Climsland Parish Council is uncontested and 
will not appear on your ballot paper.
You must be on the Electoral Register to be able to vote in these elections and, if you did not register by 19th 
April, it is too late to do it now. It’s also too late to register for a postal vote but you’ve just about got time to 
register for a proxy vote (look here for details on how to set it up) if you want someone else to vote for you.
For those in Stoke Climsland Parish, our only polling station (sadly no caravans at Lower Downgate or 
Luckett!) will be in the Parish Hall, which will be open from 7am until 10pm. They are trying to make the 
voting process as Covid safe as possible and there are a few things for you to bear in mind:
•	 Wear a face covering unless you have a valid exemption
•	 Use the hand sanitiser provided
•	 Follow signs and guidance and adhere to social distancing
•	 Bring your own pen or pencil
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There are four candidates for the single position of Devon and Cornwall Police and Crime 
Commissioner.

Brian Blake
(Liberal Democrat)

Gareth Derrick
(Labour)

Alison Hernandez 
(Conservative)

Stuart Jackson
(Green)

There are three candidates for the single position of Cornwall Councillor for the Altarnun and 
Stoke Climsland Ward.

Neil Burden
(Independent)

Adrian Parsons
(Liberal Democrat)

Earl Terris
(Green)

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/the-council-and-democracy/elections/different-ways-to-vote/
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John Wilmut’s presentation on 19th 
April was a fascinating peek into 
the world of using DNA testing to 
get better insights into our family 
histories, and deeper DNA showing 
the likely migration path of our 
early ancestors. The attending group 
wants to carry on discussing this and 
therefore a follow up Zoom session 
is planned for 5pm on Monday 10th 
May.  Even if you were unable to 
make it to the previous one, you will 
more than welcome on the 10th, just 
let Deri (derrick.parsons@btinternet.
com) have your email address for 
inclusion in the Zoom invitation.

Nigel Allam
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Please send contributions to Deri 
Parsons no later than two days 
before the publication date.

The Newsletter is seen widely 
in Stoke Climsland and 
elsewhere and is a good place 
for local businesses to advertise. 
Insertions are cheap: for details  
contact Linda Ainsworth. 
Advertisements must be 
submitted no later than two days 
before publication. 

Newsletters are published at about 2 
week intervals. The next issue will be 
published online on May 17th.

Newsletter contacts are on page 1.
We want to reflect the ideas, 
opinions, news and activities that 
are important to the parish. This is 
part of what keeps our community 
together and in touch with people 
who are stuck at home on their own. 
So please send us your contributions.

Until such time as 
this Newsletter gives 
way to a resumed 
Old School News 
(something which may 
not now be too far 
away) we will continue 
to publish it online. 
All the evidence is that 
it is widely read and 
valued both inside and 
outside the parish. 

The Archive is planning its Open Days and Exhibitions for this year. The dates have 
yet to be confirmed but hopefully they will start in the summer.

The first will be: FAMILY TREES. We would love to include your family tree.
The second will be: FOOTPATHS. Stoke Climsland’s ancient routeways.
The third we’re thinking about is: COSTUME – still got that 1930’s flapper dress?

The Archive is also starting a programme of GUIDED WALKS, looking at each of the 
historic villages and learning about how they evolved. A new walking group will be able to take in smaller 
hamlets using the historic footpaths. Watch out for more details.
If you would like to help with any of these, or with the Archive, please do contact us on 01579 370411 or via 
The Old School on 01579 370493.

derrick.parsons@btinternet.com
derrick.parsons@btinternet.com


 During the Covid pandemic churches have not been able to sing songs and hymns 
together. Many of us have been reduced to singing at home on Zoom, suitably 

muted, or just singing in the shower!  Singing is so central to worship that many of 
us have been anticipating when we can sing again. From 12th April churches have 

been allowed, using social distancing, to sing outside. So, now the planning for worship 
involves the inside and outside bit. Unlike Gene Kelly, we do not wish to sing in the rain! 
We know Jesus sang songs with his followers outside. The songs ‘psalms’ were used to 
keep you going on the long walks the disciples and Jesus made, especially when they 
went on Pilgrimage to Jerusalem, which from Galilee is about 130 miles on foot. They 
would sing these from memory. As they walked 
Jesus also told stories, many of them were open 
ended, not clear in the point that was being made 
and so, his listeners had to work out the meaning. 
Take this story: ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is like 
this; a man happens to find treasurer hidden 
in a field. He covers it up again and is so happy 
that he goes and sells everything he has, and 
then goes and buys that field.’ This story begs 
to be chewed over. This raises lots of questions, 

especially as it suggests sharp practice.
So, when Jesus the storyteller and mentor is 
killed on a Cross by the Romans, his followers 
feel all has stopped. Of course, Jesus did 
not record anything on paper, it was left 
to his followers to recall the teachings and 

stories. For years these were told and retold 
before they were written down. The Gospels, those records of the life and teachings of 

Jesus came to be written from AD 60, around 27 years after his death. Hearing this we could respond that rather like 
a game of ‘Chinese Whispers’ the message got changed as time went on. However, in a world where 90% couldn’t 
read and write, people’s memories were very good indeed!  We know when a particular rabbi died around the same 
time, people said ‘a walking library has died’. The stories of Jesus were important to his followers because these stories 
actually amounted to more than them being the soundtrack to their lives. This was because, they were not looking 
back with nostalgia, they were living in the present with Jesus who they claimed was alive. Christians continue to 
believe that Jesus is alive and that we know him spiritually today and so, in a sense, he continues to tell us his stories. 
So, listen out and join in with the local churches as they sing outside and pray for good weather!  We would rather not 
sing in the rain. In this pandemic, we look to the time when we can sing together everywhere! 

Revd David Moss 
Methodist Superintendent Minister, Stoke Climsland Methodist Church

CHURCH MATTERS: SINGING IN THE RAIN!

Many thanks to all the organisations in the Parish who made a colourful and imaginative 
contribution in decorating the Jubilee Trees on the Green. The Bunting was a symbol of 
joining all our organisations together to form a community, which worked really well. 
There was a lot of useful “green” information on the trees from smiling faces and ducks 
to informative slogans on why we need to look after our planet. Every tree had its story to 
tell, and I was impressed to see youngsters walking around the trees reading the informa-
tion. Everyone made a really good contribution, and perhaps we can pursue this line of 
community spirit another time. Thanks to the Parish Council for allowing this to happen.
I do have some Bunnies and Ducks decorated with wool and a bird nest in my 
possession so if you would like to contact me on my e-mail (bonitalightfoot31@
gmail.com) I will reunite them with you.

Bonny Lightfoot
On behalf of the Stoke Climsland WI

JUBILEE TREES ON THE GREEN: THANK YOU
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There is another CHURCH 
MATTERS article on page 11

bonitalightfoot31@gmail.com
bonitalightfoot31@gmail.com


THE OLD SCHOOL CRAWLS OUT OF LOCKDOWN

PAGE 12

THE ACUPUNCTURE CLINIC continues 
on Mondays at The Old School but only by prior 
appointment. Contact Michael Clements on 01752 
770998 or 07711 934845.

THE CHIROPODIST 
will hold an appointments-only 
clinic on Thursdays at 2-week 
intervals from 15th April. You 
may wish to check with the 
office for details of clinics.

FRIDAY LUNCHES are cancelled until the 
current restrictions are eased. As soon as we have an 
update we will let regulars know by phone or letter.  
Please contact the office to confirm your booking.

THE OLD SCHOOL MARKET RETURNS ON MAY 1st   
We are delighted to be able to offer you our Saturday Market again. It 
will be held in The Old School car park from 10 am to midday. We ask 
you not to bring cars into the car park - there is parking space outside 
and alongside the village green. Please observe the normal rules for 
social distancing and follow direction signs. As we did last year, we will 
ask you to sign in when you arrive.
Also as last year, we will be offering a light 
breakfast fare of filled baps, teas and coffees, 
served from the back door of the kitchen where 
we also expect to place tables and chairs so that 
you can dine in comfort (observing the Covid 
rules, of course).
Unfortunately we still do not have a stallholder 
list but you can enquire at the office (01579 
370736) or call Clive Kidman (01579 370297).

Bit by Bit

TAKEAWAY MEAL The next take-away will be on Saturday 1st 
May (we apologise for the wrong date in the last issue) when Edah will 
be hosting a curry night. It will be a mutton curry and chickpea and 

aubergine dahl with pilau rice. What better 
way could you spend a Saturday evening 
with a suitable  glass of your favourite 
beverage and something good to the TV?
You will need to book very quickly: contact 
the office now. The meal will be available  
from The Old School car park kitchen door 
from 6.30 - 7.30 pm. 
The price will be £7-50 per meal as before. 

And just a date for your diary: On 5th June Edah will be preparing a 
Jamaican take-away: Jerk chicken, rice and black beans. Then no more 
take-aways until 4th September.

The Old School is still operating with a very limited range of activities but a full programme is being 
developed for mid-summer into autumn with old favourites coming back and some new initiatives that 
include drama and music, children’s events, an open day and themed meals.  All, of course, organised to 
comply with current health guidelines and regulations. 
The office is dealing promptly with messages and enquiries and is staffed on most weekday mornings, so 
that messages left on the answering machine on 01579 370493 and on email at theoldschool78@gmail.com  
are responded to as soon as possible. We also try to keep you in touch via this Newsletter which is published 
online on The Old School Facebook page and on www.theoldschoolnews.co.uk where it is easier to read and 
download. The good news is that the excellent take-away meals continue, the library has reopened and we are 
restarting the monthly Market - information below. 

THE LIBRARY has 
reopened on weekday mornings 
and when The Old School is 
in use for other events. Social 
distancing and hygiene rules 
must be observed and it may be 
sensible to check with the office 
before coming.

The Old School needs an admin 
office volunteer for Wednesdays 
from 9-30 am until 12-30 pm.
The role is to assist Edah Joll, 
to answer and deal with phone 
and email messages and to carry 
out general office duties. A most 
important part of the role is to talk 
with and help people who drop 
into the office. 
Full training will be given. Please 
contact the office (01579 370493 or 
email theoldschool78@gmail.com), 
leaving a message if necessary.

WANTED: AN OFFICE 
VOLUNTEER

200 CLUB winners were
2nd April N Allam
9th April A Swaker
16th April  M J Cox
23rd April  Pen Davies-Gregory
30th April  D Jackaman

THE OLD SCHOOL BOOK CLUB continues as a 
Zoom meeting on the morning of the third Tuesday of each 
month. Please email Helen Cadiot on helen.cadiot@outlook.
com if you would like to join the Club - she will let you know 
where to collect a copy of the book and will arrange for you to get the 
logon details for the Zoom meeting.

theoldschool78@gmail.com 
www.theoldschoolnews.co.uk
theoldschool78@gmail.com
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Where is the dividing line between gardening 
and nature? Today I have been torn both ways. 
I have been admiring the brilliant red of a small 
beetle in my garden. It was a Lily Beetle, and it 
was devouring another of my Fritillary leaves in 
a much- valued small clump of this handsome 
flower (and a member of the Lily family) Perhaps 
the beetle finds it tastes the same. 
However, in the interests of my garden I subjected the offender to the 
finger and thumb treatment, having been discouraged from growing 
true exotic lilies in pots in the past, losing my battle against this 
pest. Its voracious larvae have the endearing habit of hiding within 
their copious black faeces. The adult draws attention by its brilliant 
colour but try and pick it off its food plant and it immediately lets 
go and drops to the ground falling upside down so its earth-brown 
underside is virtually invisible. A clever evading technique! So now 
I hold a little pot under my victim, so it drops off into it. But through 
the flowering season I have to visit my Frits every day. Left for a 
week and they would be totally demolished. 
Gardener 1 -- Naturalist Nil!
For years we have said how we have managed to outwit the local squirrels 
who attempt to raid the bird feeders. I do not begrudge the food, but I 
do object to the damage they do to the feeders, dragging them away and 
chewing great holes in the plastic. We now have a sort of gibbet from which 
we hang the feeders. This crosses at the top of a wooden stake with one of 
those grey plastic downpipes slid down over it. The squirrels try to climb it 
but when they are about two feet up, they lose their grip and slither down to 
the ground again. This has worked for several years -- until now. Have we 
now got a squirrel with sticky feet? Or stronger toes with a more powerful 
grip? Anyway, he gets to the top. The crossbar is no problem, and he unhooks 
the feeders with the inevitable consequences. We were not prepared to put 
up with this, so we hung the feeders from the washing line and waited to see 
what happened. The regular Siskins and finches -- Chaff-, Bull- Green- and 
Gold- very quickly spotted the new position. After a bit of perching on the 
gibbet and looking left, right, behind, and down, they flew over to the feeders 
on the washing line and fed unconcernedly.
The squirrel however, having climbed and re-climbed the pole several times 
looking in vain for the feeders, gave up. We wondered if he would go up the 
clothes post further along the washing-line and do the tightrope bit. We have all 
seen that on the telly! But so far, our squirrel has not tried that feat of athletics. 
Bird Watchers 1 -- Squirrel Nil.
STOP PRESS FOR THE LATEST.... after four days he did it! It is now

Bird Watchers Nil -- 
Squirrel 1.

Mary Atkinson

GARDENWATCH

Photographs from the top:
Lily Beetle; Lily Beetle 
larva; Fritillary; Squirrel 
eating sunflower seeds

(Editor’s Note: We’ve mentioned Mary’s blog before 
and we’ll do it again. Her latest post on tracing 
the course of the Lynher from source to sea is well 
worth reading. You can find it here to enjoy: https://
maryatkinsonwildonline.blogspot.com/ )

https://maryatkinsonwildonline.blogspot.com/
https://maryatkinsonwildonline.blogspot.com/
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GREEN HOMES GRANT (GHG) SCHEME AXED BY GOVERNMENT

This government scheme was described, and promoted, in Issues 20 and 30 of the Newsletter; it involved 
applying for a voucher, worth up to £5000 (or £10,000 for households receiving benefits) towards the cost of 
installing energy efficient improvements to your home. 
Energy efficient improvements such as insulation, double glazing, or low carbon heating (e.g., ground source 
heat pumps) are essential if we are to meet the 2030 target of net zero (carbon emissions) in Cornwall, but 
even for moderate income households, they come at a cost. The GHG scheme was intended to nudge able-to-
pay homeowners into improving their energy efficiency for the UK to hit its climate change targets.
There was plenty of demand for the grants but 
the scheme, managed by an American company, 
was plagued by incompetent administration and a 
huge majority of its £1.5bn budget is unspent. So, 
after only 6 months, the government decided to 
axe the scheme.  £300m of the previously allocated 
budget will now go into a programme run by local 
authorities, targeted at lower income households.
Ministers still need to create a new programme 
to incentivise able-to-pay homeowners into 
improving their insulation. There is no sign yet 
what that new programme might look like, or 
when it might happen. Conservatives promised in 
their manifesto to spend £9bn on insulation and 
insisted that this cash would definitely be made available. In fact, an insulation programme stretching for 
decades needs to be created, so that installers and suppliers have the chance to build up stocks and expertise.
The government needs to create a new green programme that works, is properly administered, and has 
the long-term funding in place from the beginning to ensure that businesses invest in the skills and gives 
households confidence.
From our point of view, we should exercise our democratic right to question our government, starting with 
our local MP, Scott Mann (scott@scottmann.org.uk)*, on how they intend to replace the green homes grant 
scheme in order help moderate income homes undertake the improvement necessary to tackle one of the 
UK’s biggest sources of greenhouse gas emissions.  
Surely this is necessary to build credibility in the 
government’s promise to “build back greener” in the 
run-up to COP26.

Susan Davies
Energy and Transport Working Group

Stoke Climsland Climate Change Action Group 
Supporting Cornwall Council and Your Parish 

Council Climate Change Declaration

* Editor’s note: a copy of this Newsletter is being sent 
to Scott Mann. We will, of course, publish any reply we 
receive.
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On Page 4 of this issue, you will have read the 
almost casual statement that the emergency plan 
document prepared by the SCARPER team (Nigel 
Cooper, Martin Howlett, Bonny Lightfoot, and 
Geoff Giles) has been accepted by the Emergency 
and Planning Department of Cornwall Council. 
This is a significant achievement, and the Team 
should be congratulated on all they have done 
to get to the plan completed. It is a bit like an 
insurance policy – you hope you will never 
need it but when you do, you are glad that it 
is there. If you can, get hold of a copy and get 
ready to be impressed by what it covers and how 
comprehensive it is. Well done, Team SCARPER!

scott@scottmann.org.uk
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RUTH IS RUNNING FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH CHARITIES

Inspired by Captain Sir Tom Moore’s family 
appeal, I am going to run 100 miles in May for the 
mental health 
charities, Mind 
and The Mix. 
This last year 
has been tough 
for everyone 
and I am sure 
we all know people who have struggled with their 
Mental Health now, even more than ever. I have 
chosen to support Mind, but also The Mix which 
aims to help under 25’s who, I feel, have had a 
particularly rough ride throughout the pandemic.

Of course, I want to raise 
funds, but also awareness of 
the mental health challenges 
faced by people of all ages 
and of the range of help that 
is available.
If people don’t wish to 
donate, I just ask them to 
check in with friends and 
family and ask them how 

they are feeling today or maybe take some time to 
look at the Mind (https://www.mind.org.uk) or 
The Mix (https://www.themix.org.uk) websites. 
They are full of useful information that might just 
make a difference to you or someone you know.
If you do wish to donate, there is a collecting pot in 
the village Post Office, or you can visit Just Giving 
or Facebook and search under Ruth’s 100 miles in 
May for mental health. Many thanks

Ruth Nevill

A
N

 E
A

ST
ER

 C
A

R
TO

O
N

 T
H

A
T 

W
A

S 
JU

ST
 T

O
O

 G
O

O
D

 T
O

 M
IS

S

https://www.mind.org.uk
https://www.themix.org.uk
ttps://www.facebook.com/donate/283042173296483/
ttps://www.facebook.com/donate/283042173296483/
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A REMINDER FROM THE 
VILLAGE STORE AND 

POST OFFICE
The Post Office counter is open 9 am 
- 5pm Monday - Friday, and 9 am  - 
12.30 pm Saturday. 
The shop is open: 8 am- 6 pm 
Monday - Friday, 7 am - 12.30 pm 
Saturday and 8 am - 11 am Sunday. 
For those who prefer, we also offer 
a ‘call and collect’ service. And we 
will continue to deliver to those 
vulnerable or self-isolating customers 
in need.
Social distancing at 2m will continue 
to be in force, which means limiting 
the number of people in the shop at 
any one time. Please bear with us. 

And, in line with current guidelines, all customers must wear a face covering unless exempt due to health, 
age or cognitive disability.
FOR ORDERS: please call us on 01579 370201, or email sue-watts@btconnect.com
We take payment across the phone and aim to deliver the next day if you order before 4 pm. Minimum order 
£10, no delivery charge .
Thank you to all our customers old and new, our amazing staff and wonderful volunteers, we couldn’t do it 
without you. Please share and thank you for your support .

WE 
REMIND 

YOU 
AGAIN ...

Over our next few issues the easing of Covid restrictions means that more and more 
people will be able to get out and to access goods and services that are available from local 
businesses. So there may never be a better time to advertise what you have to offer!
Advertisements in this Newsletter are very cheap; for example a 9 cm x 6 cm insertion in 
full colour costs only £6. We would be delighted to include yours. If you want to advertise 
your goods and services please get in touch with Linda - contact details on page 1.

sue-watts@btconnect.com
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DOWN ON THE FARM No April Showers threaten 
more than May Flowers!

Often the curse of writing an article on the weather is that, by the time it is read, the opposite is the case. So, 
by tempting fate let us bring on some rain in moderation. As for all farmers and growers, gardeners and park 
keepers, we each hold real concern for many crops and plants that have been stressed by an exceptionally dry 
and cool month more renowned for its April Showers.

No doubt for many with recreational time for country 
walks and daily exercise, they continue to enjoy the 
prolonged period without any measurable rainfall 
this springtime. Comparisons with last year’s start of 
‘lockdown heat-wave’ are interesting. Then, in effect we 
had summer in April and May, with high temperatures 
encouraging rapid growth and early grass silage crops, 
but with the real benefit of a soil moisture reserve from the 
legacy of a wet winter 2019/20. However, this time around 
we have no such reserves within the soil. Add in the effect 
of many late season frosts and a keen north/easterly wind 
keeping the mean temperature of soil conditions below 
the magic 8C needed to boost seed germination. 
So, for spring sown varieties of wheat, barley and oats, 
pulse crops of peas and beans, time critical forage and 

grain maize, even grass ley reseeds, without sufficient moisture and warmth to aid germination, their 
establishment of a root system and early growth vigour, all will suffer and challenge yield potential later in 
the season.
Glancing around the Parish panoramas, many will 
already note the ‘sea of white plastic’ of maize, planted 
under biodegradable strips to supposedly gain a x4 
week head start on conventional drilled varieties. On our 
own farm (pictured) Spring Field Beans, for pollinators 
and protein, were drilled on 1st March and yet struggle 
to grow beyond their seedling stage despite their deep 
rooting. Even established autumn sown cereal crops 
have stalled at a time of normal vigorous growth ahead 
of ‘spiking’ – their grain forming ear. As for any spring 
sown cereals, seed grain remains un-germinated or feed 
for the crows, rooks, pigeons, and jackdaws!
For livestock farmers much relief to ‘turn-out’ the 
youngstock after an expensive winter of both grain 
feed and straw bedding costs, grass growth usually 
outpacing its grazing has halted and now resembles conditions of February rather than late April. Concern 
for any forward crops of cutting leys for silage additionally will now result in later and lighter yields.
Yet resilience in farming is facing the challenges, all in the knowledge that weather patterns come and go, 
with every season balancing itself eventually. We remain optimistic, if not a little frustrated by events and 
yield potentials may be compromised once again. However, if such weather patterns continue each year as 
part of climate change, then clearly a shift away from 
spring varieties back to autumn sown crops of cereals 
and pulses may be inevitable. A bigger challenge 
would be for forage maize which, as a hybrid crop, 
cannot survive winter weather. Somewhat ironic 
given predictions of temperate zone creep and 
adaptation to climate change providing us here in 
the UK with opportunities to grow more southern 
European crops in the future.   Interesting and 
challenging times for food production and the farmed 
environment!  
So, remember to ‘Stay Safe, Protect the NHS and Save 
Lives’, plus keep it local from us all Down on the 
Farm. 
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We can integrate the Climate Environmental and Ecological Emergency into every decision that is made – 
whether personal or group or corporate.
Do not be put off by the word ‘education’– it simply means knowing something about anything in the world, 
which you did not know before. 
I was a primary school teacher, then I was a secondary school teacher and a college lecturer, then I started 
learning about life, myself. The time to learn is now – whatever age you are. The world has changed because 
we humans have changed our relationship with Nature. We have tried to take Nature over – control it to our 
advantage (through ‘our’ efforts to create wealth). But the physical world has responded by balancing in the 
natural way it does which has become unfavourable to ourselves and to bio-diversity – animals, insects, and 
plants etc.
Now we have to rebalance and learn to reduce our effect in whatever way we can. Our aim is to educate – at 
all levels, all ages, all people, all industries – to adapt and become benign to the natural world – hence all 
the ideas answering the question, “What can we do?” Awareness is the first thing – but you have to believe 
in these facts and not refute them – they are scientific research as well as personal observations. We can all, 
collectively, make a difference.
The next thing is, a will to change – the best way is to create a natural mindset of listening, openness to 
improve a situation, co-operation, to change the status quo – if it needs changing.
Given all these, the next thing having recognised and accepted what needs changing – the efficient way 
to improve/change is to educate and break old habits – to consider what you do. Does whatever you do 
contribute to climate change in any way? So, integrate the Climate Environmental and Ecological Emergency 
into every decision that is made – whether personal or group or corporate. No, do not turn off: just question 
all your actions and if you do not know the answer, somebody in SCEN or SCCCAG may know.
SCEN is Stoke Climsland Climate Environmental/Ecological Network and SCCCAG is Stoke Climsland 
Climate Change Action Group.

Mel Guy
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We welcome all contributions to this Newsletter - it makes it so much 
more interesting if it reflects the diversity of interests and activities in 
the parish. The deadline for each issue is 2 days before the publication 

date - see page 1 for details.

CLIMATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND 

ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY:
WHAT CAN WE DO?
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We have told you previously that the planning 
application and listed building consent for the 
refurbishment and extension of the Parish Hall had 
been approved. This was great news as it gave us 
the green light to move into the next phase of work 
leading to a revitalised hall. Most of what’s going 
on now are ‘behind the scenes’ activities, essential 
but invisible to most of us.
The Prince’s Foundation team, in collaboration with 
the Parish Hall CIO Committee, are working on the 
detailed technical design of the building, with the 

intention of going out to tender for builders as soon as this phase is completed. We will be able to update you 
on timings as the work progresses. Running in parallel, the necessary fund-raising activities are beginning.
However, you will not be surprised that all this comes with the caveat of the impact of Covid-19. These are 
challenging times in many ways, particularly where funding is concerned, and it is not possible to predict 
what any Covid-related consequences might, or might not, be.
The constraints imposed by Covid on public meetings, displays etc have meant that it is not easy to publicise 
the plans as widely as we would like. We intend to remedy this as soon as it is possible. In the meantime, a key 
document, the Design Access and Heritage Statement can be found at https://www.stokeclimslandparish.org/
news/progress-parish-hall If you would like to see a copy of this, need any more information or, if you have 

any questions, send us an e-mail to infoscph@btinternet.com 
We’d love to hear from you.

Here is an update on the One Thousand 
New Fruit Trees project – one for every 
garden in the Parish.
•	 We were planning to do fruit tree 

grafting sessions this spring, but 
these could not happen due to Covid 
restrictions.

•	 Free fruit trees – if you are on our 
list but have not heard from us yet, 
we still have some young apple trees 
ready to go out. ‘Phone us as soon as 
possible to reserve yours.

•	 How about a whole Orchard? If you 
would like an orchard on your farm, 
or have a field available, we would 
like to apply for grants to plant a 
number of orchards in the Parish. If 
you think you can help, do contact 
us so that we can come and talk to 
you about it!

Caroline Vulliamy  
01579 370411

UPDATE ON PROGRESS WITH THE 
PARISH HALL

TAMAR VALLEY ORCHARDS 
VOLUNTEERS

https://www.stokeclimslandparish.org/news/progress-parish-hall
https://www.stokeclimslandparish.org/news/progress-parish-hall
mailto:infoscph@btinternet.com
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It’s possible that you will remember that, in 2012, I walked from Land’s End to John O’Groats in support of 
the work of Christian Aid in improving education in Sierra Leone. Many people in the parish and elsewhere 
were extremely generous in their support for this walk and then added to this when (for a reason I now find 
it hard to explain) I walked back from John O’Groats to Land’s End, again for Christian Aid’s support for 
education.
Educational development occupied most of my professional life, so there was a satisfying personal link 
between the walks and their purpose. I now have other ways in which I support Christian Aid’s work which, 
this year and for the last few years, has been focused on the impact of the climate emergency on the lives of 
people in poorer parts of world. The focus this year has sharpened with the G7 summit in St Ives in June and 
the UN climate conference (COP26) in Glasgow in November. Recent news has highlighted statements from 
a number of the world’s governments, anticipating both events by announcing commitments to the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions. Whilst it is doubtful whether these targets are a sufficient response and not at all 
clear whether they will be realised, they do represent a greatly increased awareness of the seriousness of the 
situation.
Many of those who are directly involved with studying or dealing with the effects of climate change are 
clear that simply reducing the levels of emission is not enough. The climate emergency is a consequence of 
unsustainable environmental exploitation that is a result of a blind pursuit of economic development. We 
cannot, they say, expect to have a healthy environment unless we lower our expectations and close the gap 
between the wealthy few of us who have been largely responsible for the environmental damage and the 
poor majority of the world who are suffering its worst effects. In that context the recent British government’s 
reduction in its aid budget is disgraceful.
So Christian Aid and many other organisations are 
working on two fronts. The first is to continue to pressure 
governments (and ours in particular) to properly 
identify and live up to our responsibilities. The second 
is to provide as much support as possible for people for 
whom the climate emergency has become a threat to their 
existence. Covid is, of course, a serious problem but, for 
billions of people the consequences of climate change is a 
far more immediate issue for which, by themselves, they 
have no solution. I don’t need to describe the problems 
- they are so well-known: floods which sweeps away 
homes, droughts that kill crops, wars and civil strife that 
turn people into refugees, the absence of health care and 
the corruption of officials.
If I were walking in 2021 (which I am not - at least I think 
I am not) it would be to support Christian Aid in its work 
in lobbying governments or in providing money to help 
poor people cope with an emergency that is not of their 
making. It would be the least that I could do and, let’s be 
honest, I would enjoy it and it would be some recompense 
for a lifetime of benefit from living in a secure and wealthy 
country. Others are walking: there is a relay organised by 
youth groups, staring in St Ives and ending in Glasgow 
having covered something approaching 2000 miles, The 
first part will come up through Cornwall on the southern 
coast path, go through Plymouth and then cross Dartmoor 
to Exeter, and anyone can join it. I hope that it has a big 
impact - perhaps in raising money and, more importantly 
in raising awareness. I also hope that it is pushing at 
an open door and that our national commitment to 
responding to the climate emergency (already high 
amongst the young and rising) will force governments 
into much more real action than they have so far shown.

John Wilmut

WALKING IS AN ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE

In the Kenyan drought Rose, a 67 year old widowed 
grandmother, walks 8 km every day to collect water


